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@ George Strait is at it again, breaking the box office from the plains of the wild west to the power 
centres of the east coast. According to concert promoter Robert Romeo of the Don Romeo Agency, 
Strait broke Barbara Mandrell’s attendance record at the Cheyenne Frontier Days in Wyoming by 626 
people. Barbara’s record had stood unchallenged since 1981. From Wyoming, Strait rode east to 
Vienna, VA. There, he sold out the Washington-area Wolf Trap theatre, playing to the venue’s biggest 
crowd in two years. Strait is scheduled to appear in Las Vegas during the National Finals Rodeo, 
performing six shows in five days, starting December 6. 


@ Bobby Goldsboro has entered into a feature film 
development deal and has written the musical score (to be 
recorded in Nashville) for The Revenge of Charlie Water 
Snake. The action-adventure film will be produced by Sun 
Palace Promotions and will be filmed entirely in Florida, the 
state of which Goldsboro is a native. 


@ Kentucky honours two of its own. RCA’s Keith Whitley 
licked off his current concert tour with an appearance in his 
hometown of Sandy Hook, KY., where a street was named in 
his honour. MCA’s Patty Loveless is scheduled for a 
homecoming celebration Oct. 29 in her native Elkhorn City, 
during which time she will also be honoured by having a 
street named for her. 


Tri OON inc. 


Loudilla, Loretta & 
Kay Johnson 


@ The Country Music Association will host the 17th annual 
Talent Buyers Entertainment Marketplace at the Nashville 
Hyatt Regency October 7-8-9. Fifteen acts will be 
showcasing during the seminar, including: The Wagoneers, 
Jo-El Sonnier, Skip Ewing, Dana McVicker, Karen Staley, 
Rodney Crowell, The McCarters, Vince Gill, Darden Smith, 
The Shooters, Mary Chaplin Carpenter, S—K—B, Michael 
Johnson, Foster & Lloyd and Randy Van Warmer. 


News Briefs: Mason Dixon has added yet another 
endorsement to their already impressive list, signing 
promotional agreement with Justin Boots. Mel McDaniels’ 
latest single, ‘Henrietta’ and the accompanying video 
released September 14. Kenny Rogers hosts a very unique 
event this fall on his Georgia farm. Among those showing up 
to compete and raise money for Cerebral Palsy research, 
Rettinitis Pigmatosis and local homeless will be John 


@ We note:- Time magazine devoted a four-page spread to 
country music and its newbreed entertainers in its July 25, 
1988 issue. 


@ Milestones: Nathan Wright (Nat) Stuckey died in 
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McEnroe, Ben Crenshaw, Larry Bird and Michael Jordan. 
ABC is slated to televise the Kenny Rogers Classic 
Weekend. Leroy Van Dyke, the world’s most famous 
auctioneer, is selling his home and office complex in 
Tennessee and moving to a 700-acre ranch in Central 
Missouri. Leroy points out that there will be no change in 
professional procedures or operations, only that he will 
‘leave from a different place’ to fulfil his show dates. 
Long-time music personality, Cliffie Stone (who is also the 
father of Highway 101’s Curtis Stone) has been named 
Executive Consultant/Director of Gene Autry’s five 
publishing companies. Jo-El Sonnier has donated an 
accordian made for him by a Louisiana craftsman to the 
Country Music Hall Of Fame Museum. He played the 
instrument as a backup musician on records by Johnny Cash, 
Hank Williams, Jr., Merle Haggard and Elvis Costello. He 
also donated the outfit he wore at the showcase performance 
which got him the RCA Records contract. Ronnie Milsap was 
forced to cancel two weekend concerts in Britain because of 
ear and throat problems last month. He is reportedly doing 
fine at press time. 


Artists On The Move: Holly Dunn to Vector 
Management/Nashville for career direction. Larry Orrell, 
noted gospel vocalist, to Robert Metzgar, Billy Deaton 
Talent/Nashville for all bookings. CBS Records’ 
Shenandoah to Entertainment Artists, Inc./Nashville for 
commercials/acting direction. John Anderson to the Bobby 
Roberts Agency in Hendersonville, TN. for world-wide 
representation. Razzy Bailey also to the Bobby Roberts 
company. Lacy J. Dalton to William Morris/Nashville. 


@ Mickey Gilley will host the Academy of Country Music's 
golf classic, October 17 in Burbank, CA. Among the 
celebrities scheduled to play are Alabama's Randy Owen, 
Teddy Gentry and Mark Hearndon, Moe Bandy. Eddie Dean 
and Patty Loveless. 


Nashville's St. Thomas Hospital August 24. Asa songwriter, 
Nat gained success with ‘Waitin’ In Your Welfare Line’, 
recorded by Buck Ownes, Ray Price's ballad ‘Don’t You 
Believe Her’, Jim Ed Brown's ‘Pop A Top’ and the Loretta 
Lynn-Ernest Tubb duet ‘Sweet Thang’, among other. Asa 
recording artist for RCA, MCA, Paula and others, he scored 
35 hits for himself, including ‘Sweet Thang & Cisco’, ‘Take 
Time To Love Her’, ‘Plastic Saddle’ and more. Born in Cass 
County, TX., on December 17, 1933, Nat was diagnosed with 
cancer in early July, shortly after recording the new 
Budwiser jingle w/Spuds McKenzie. Nat is survived by his 
wife, Ann, who has long been active in the music business, 
mother Estelle Stuckey and sister Allene Law. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Ernest Tubb Memorial 
Fund for Ongoing Research, P.O. Box 399, Nashville, TN. 
37202. Leon McAuliffe, 71, one of the early members of Bob 
Wills’ Texas Playboys band, died August 20 in Tulsa, 
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Oklahoma, following a lengthy illness. McAuliffe co-wrote 
the classic San Antonio Rose and was member of the Steel 
Guitar Hall Of Fame. After working with Wills’ band from 
1935-1942, he formed The Cimarron Boys. He owned KAMO 
Radio/Rogers, AR. Surviving are his wife and two 
children. Harry (Hap) Peebles infos that McAuliffe was 16 
years of age when he joined Bob Wills, marking the first time 
a steel guitar had ever appeared in a country band. That first 
date in which Leon played back in 1935, was booked by 
Peebles. 


@ Loretta Lynn, who will take her third USO Tour of duty 
December 15-January 2, will be joined on this one by duet 
partner Conway Twitty. Lynn flew to Washington, DC, in 
early August to accept a $1,000,000 cheque from AT&T to 
underwrite the expense of the USO tour. While in the 
Nation’s Capital, Loretta did extensive press conferences, 
appeared on the Larry King radio show, CBS's Nightwatch 
with Charlie Rose, and ABC's Good Morning America. 
On-hand at the Loretta Lynn Ranch in Hurricane Mills, TN., in 
late July were camera crews for CBS Morning News (aired 
live July 29) and the syndicated Evening/PM Magazine, 
scheduled to air in all markets the week of September 

19. Loretta will team with George Jones and Conway Twitty 
for an extensive number of dates during October, November, 
and December, appropriately dubbed The Living Legends 
Tour. 


@ Brenda Lee has filed a $20 million suit against MCA 
Records in the Davidson County Chancert Court in Nashville, 
alleging that the label has underpaid royalties, failed to 
account for sales, licensed product without the singer's 
permission, failed to maintain accurate information about 
relevant licenses, permitted budget recordings to compete 
with recordings stil! in the MCA catalogue, and neglected to 
enforce and monitor the provisions granted to domestic and 
foreign licenses. In addition to requesting accounting for 
and payment of all proper royalties by MCA, the suit asks the 
court to award Lee £10 million each in compensatory and 


estilo 


Loretta Lynn and Conway Twitty 


punitive damages. 
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Gary Morris 


News Notes: Behind Closed Doors: Talking With the 
Legends of Country Music, written by Alanna Nash, is finally 
published. Nash has been working on this project since 
1975, interviewing such celebrities as Hank Williams, Jr., 
Willie Nelson, the Judds and more. Hank Williams Jr.'s new 
Warner Brothers album, ‘Wild Streak’ was certified gold 
(sales of 500,000) just four weeks after its late June 
release. The fast climb in sales even beat out his six-weeks- 
to-gold status on the ‘Born To Boogie’ LP of last year. And 
that one has since been certified platinum (sales of one 
million units). Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers have 
signed with the Golden Nuggett in Las Vegas for several 
headline appearances in 1989. The Gatlins have performed 
annually in Vegas for years at Summa Corporation 

hotels. This marks their first move in over five years. 


@ Gary Morris jetted to London in early August for a quick 
session for the world cast album of the International hit 
musical, ‘Les Miserables’. Gary, of course, recorded the 
part of Jean Valjean, which he played on Broadway for the six 
months’ period ending in May. His first-ever collection of 
Holiday Songs is scheduled for release this month on Warner 
Brothers Records. 


News Briefs: Patty Loveless reeled-in a 165 Ib. Marlin, 
which measured 114 inches in length while filming a 
Celebrity Outdoors segment in Puerto Rico in mid-August. 
Lynn Anderson is doing national radio spots for Tidy Cat 3. 
Janie Fricke is set for two weeks this month at the Desert Inn 
in Las Vegas. 


@ Asealed copy of Alabama's first album, released in 1972, 
when the troupe was still called Wildcountry, was recently 
sold for $1,010 to a Kansas buyer. Bruce Elrod, a South 
Carolina record producer and writer, says he made the sale 
by an auction conducted through a record collectors’ 
magazine. An opened copy of the album, he adds, sold for 
$733 to an Ohio buyer. Auctioned for Reggie Churchwell of 
Nashville, the copies of the self-titled album are on the LSI 
label. Atthe time the album was recorded, Wildcountry was 
the house band at The Bowery. a nightclub in Myrtle Beach, 
SC.. and Bennett Vartanian was the drummer. a position now 
occupied by Mark Herndon. The group changed its name to 
Alabama in 1977. 


News Briefs: Willie Nelson's showcase has been added to 
the music-thick Music Village U.S.A. in Hendersonville, 
TN. Conway Twitty, Marty Robbins and Ferlin Huskey 
already have museums and gift shops there. Johnny Cash 
has power backup on his ‘Water From The Wells Of Home’ 
album on Polygram Records. Adding their voices to the 
album tracks are Emmylou Harris, The Everly Brothers, Roy 
Acuff, Hank Williams, Jr., Waylon Jennings, Tom T. Hall, 
John Carter Cash, Rosanne Cash and Paul McCartney. 
Louise Mandrell and George Burns have just completed a 
week-long engagement at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas 
where they played to packed houses every night. In fact, 
packed houses are what Louise enjoyed recently at 
Dollywood, selling out 5 shows in three days. The Wright 
Brothers have joined the growing list on the Airbourne 
Records talent roster. Capitol Records is all smiles, owning 
14 percent of Billboard Magazine's Top 100 Singles chart 
one recent week; with most of the same recordings also 
charted in Cash Box and R&R. Some of those artists 
include: Mel McDaniel, Tanya Tucker, Dan Seals, Tom 
Wopat, David Slater, Dean Brody writes, ‘I’m honoured to tell 
you a fact, hidden for 40 years, thathas come to light. During 
the Travis Pickin Festival, my Thom Bresh finally announced 
that he is Merle Travis’ son. ‘There were two men in my life’, 
said Thom. ‘My Dad, Bud Bresh, and my Father, Merle 
Travis’. The August issue of Frets magazine also covered 
this announcement’. 
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dressed for their 87 New Music 


proud to be labelled ‘country’ was 
proving it with their wardrobe. 
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SEPTEMBER 
WED 2Ist 
THU 22nd 
FRI 23rd 
SAT 24th 
SUN 25th 
MON 26th 
TUE 27th 
WED 28th 
THU 29th 
FRI 30th 


DUNSTABLE 
LONDON 
WIDNES 
CANTERBURY 


SWINDON 
BLACKBURN 
BRADFORD 


@ |t was a hot summer night in New 
York City and the four Wagoneers were 


Seminar showcase. The band that's 


MIDDLESBOROUGH TOWN HALL 


BBC RECORDING 
LEAMINGTON SPA 


Singer/guitarist Monte Warden 
resplendent in a blue satin cowboy 
Shirt. Bassist Craig Pettigrew wore 
Sprayed-on jeans with red, white and 
black vintage cowboy boots. Drummer 
Tom Lewis had a spur on his left boot 
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and rolled his shirt-sleeves up to 
reveal a gun-slinging cowgirl. Guitarist 
Brent Wilson wore a brown Western- 
cut suit and a matching cowboy hat. 
Their jubilant set was over hours 
earlier, however, and they were not 
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DANIEL 
ODONNELL 


IN CONCERT 


OCTOBER 


QUEENSWAY HALL 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL | 
QUEENS HALL 


MARLOWE THEATRE | FRI 
SAT 
SUN 9th 
TUE 
WED 
THU 
FRI 
SAT 
SUN 


ROYAL SPA CENTRE 
WYVERN THEATRE 
KING GEORGES HALL 
ST. GEORGES HALL 


Special Guest 


SUN 
TUE 4th 
WED 5th 
THU 6th 


BIRMINGHAM 
CAMBRIDGE 
SHEFFIELD 
GLOUCESTER 
7th LEICESTER 
8th EXETER 
DARTFORD 
HAYES 

HAYES 
SOUTHPORT 
ALDERSHOT 


2nd 


1Ith 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 


16th NORWICH 


inside a trendy nightclub, but in some 
fast food dive in Hell's Kitchen. ‘Man. 
we musta had ‘Hick’ written on our 
foreheads’, Lewis recalled. ‘because 
when we left. a couple of guys followed 
us out and pulled knives on us’. The 


TOWN HALL 

CORN EXCHANGE 
CITY HALL 

LEISURE CENTRE 

DE MONTFORT HALL 
PLAZA LEISURE CENTRE 
ORCHARD 

BECK THEATRE 

BECK THEATRE 
SOUTHPORT THEATRE 
PRINCES HALL 
PETERBOROUGH CRESSETT 

THEATRE ROYAL 


MARY DUFF 
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Wagoneers didn’t stick around long 
enough to find out what the guys 
wanted. ‘You'd be surprised how fast 
you can run when you have to’, 
Pettigrew related, then laughed 
heartily with his fellow Texans. 

@ Whether in Hell's Kitchen at 

5.00 am or on a Texas stage at 
midnight, the Wagoneers stand 

out. What makes them unique in 
Music City is their youth (average 

age 23), their energy and their 
conviction. Though these same 
qualities may fuel cynics, the 
Wagoneers escape unharmed by being 
as musically adept as they are fast 

on their feet. ‘If you don’t have your 
chops down they'll eat your lunch’, 
Warden stated. And with ‘Stout And 
High’, their debut release on A&M 
Records, the Wagoneers have left little 
doubt that their ‘chops’ are among the 
mightiest of any new band around. 

@ For drummer Lewis and guitarist 
Wilson, ‘chops’ flourished after a year 
on the road backing cult hero Sleepy 
LaBeef and Houston's popular Six Gun 
before that. “Playing with Sleepy was 
like going to the Berklee School Of 
Music on the road’, Lewis noted. Monte 
Warden first sprouted from the musical 
landscape as the fifteen-year-old 
leader of Whoa! Trigger, who were 
voted Austin’s best new band by 
readers of the Austin Chronicle in 
1983. Five years later that honour 
went to the Wagoneers, who almost 
single-handedly rejuvenated the 
lethargic Austin country scene. 

@ Though country music is generally 
the collaboration of stars and sidemen. 
the Wagoneers are a musical 
democracy. ‘The audience might see 
one guy in the middle. singing almost 
all the songs, but behind the scenes it’s 
a different story, just like it was with 
the Crickets’, centre-stager Monte 
Warden said. “Jerry Allison (Crickets 
drummer) was as responsible for 
“Peggy Sue’ as Buddy was. Even 
though | get songwriting credit on all 
the tunes on “Stout And High’, the 
band's arrangements had as much to 
do with how the songs ultimately came 
out. 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL 
23RD SEPTEMBER 


@ One bit of advice these young 
Texans quickly heeded was that of Paul 
Kennerly, a top Nashville producer and 
songwriter. Kennerly was being 
considered to produce the Wagoneers 
debut, but when he heard that Emory 
Gordy was also interested, he told 
them, ‘have Emory do it. He'd be the 
best guy for the job’. In Gordy, the 
Wagoneers found a producer who 
Shared their nearly-Puritan work ethic 
and who shared their love for hard- 
edged, no frill Texas country music. 


@ When Emory Gordy first heard the 
Wagoneers, in Austin at the aptly- 
named Hole In The Wall, he was 
knocked out. The band was similarly 
smitten with Gordy. ‘He played with 
Orbision, recorded with Presley, 
produced everyone from Bill Monroe to 
Steve Earle, and he’s the best in 
country music’, Warden remarked. But 
the thing that impressed us most about 
Emory was that after only one set he 
had some very definite ideas on how 
we should be recorded. And they just 
happened to be the same ideas we 
had’. Brent added, ‘it was our live act 
that got us signed, so we wanted to 
recapture what we do on stage’. The 
guitar-bass-drums instrumentation is 
added to only ocassionally with quest 
appearances by steel guitarist Katon 
Roberts and Marcia Ball on piano. The 
band’s new boss, Herb Alpert, also 
lends his trumpet to ‘Stout And High’. 


@ Don't let the Wagoneers pin-up 
looks and on-stage verve fool you, for 
‘Stout And High’ and it's first single, 

*| Wanna Know Her Again’ are 
irrefutable testimony that deep in the 
heart of Texas burns a love for the 
classic country style of Ray Price, Hank 
Williams and Lefty Frizzell. 


@ ‘When we started out, we weren't 
going for any certain sound; we were 
just working the songs out’, Warden 
related. From such unforced creativity 
comes the purest most heartfelt 
music. On November 5, 1987, almost 
one year to the day after they first got 
together, the Wagoneers became the 
first country act signed to A&M 
Records. 
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So 


Listen... 


Do you want to 
know a Secret? 


@ ETCis an abbreviation for etcetera which means 
‘and the rest’ and when | saw that Earl Thomas Conley 
was again ignored for the campaign to promote new 
country acts in 1988 | was afraid that was what he was 
as far as the record label was concerned . . . not just an 
also ran but an also ran that didn't even make the start 
because his records were not released in Britain. 


@ | had seen him and his excellent band perform twice 
in the States and was impressed as much by the live 
shows as | was by his recorded work and his songwriting 
but there seemed little chance of his visiting Britain. 


@ Some artists records are not released they escape! 
By this | mean that the label pushes them out with 
minimum (or none at all) publicity and lets them find their 
ownlevel! Ofcourse they fail in today’s climate but Earl 
Thomas Conley had not even been lucky enough to 
have that happen when out of the blue, at about a 
week's notice, he suddenly did a one-off concert at 
London's Mean Fiddler. 


@ The turn out was abysmal . . . the show was superb. 
Merely a showcase but | ended my review with... 1am 
sure we will hear more of this man and his music in the 
U.K. | will admit now that! wrote the words, more in 
hope than anything else, because of the admiration | 
have for the man and his music and it surprised me no 
end to find out weeks later that Lee Simmonds of the 
London office of RCA had been feeling exactly the same 
way and was doing everything possible to launch Earl to 
the British audience as professionally and efficiently as 
possible. 


@ The result was that in August this year the promotion, 
one of the best | have seen for an unknown country artist 
to date, started with the issue of his first single here, 
‘What She Is (Ils A Woman In Love), and a publicity 
campaign entitled ETC . .. America’s Best Kept Secret. 


@ ‘It would be a crime to deprive the British public 
of the chance to buy his records... .’ 


@ When! met up with Lee Simmonds | asked him why 
he started the current campaign and the above was his 


reply. 


Record Review 


The Heart Of It All 


@ ‘Lee is catalogue Marketing Manager for RCA and his 
job entails sorting out any of their recorded work 
whether from the archives, for country compilations, for 
TV promotions, etc (if Earl will excuse the 

expression). But promoting Earl Thomas Conley was 
not part of his job and he was doing it as a labour of 
love. He had never seen the artist but the records 
knocked him out. 

@ Two days after he had decided to promote Earl the 
worse thing happened . . . Lee found out Earl was to 
appear in Holland and that a London date was to be 
added in. It was all too soon and the timing was terrible 
and the last thing Lee needed. 


@ He flew to Holland and was even more impressed by 
the live show and although the London attendance was 
disappointing, to put it mildly, and Earl described it as 
‘like when | was first starting out’ the reviews were 
excellent and Lee was convinced that anyone from 16 to 
past retirement age would find something to enjoy in an 
ETC concert with the mixture of good country, ballads, 
rock and blues and the live show backed up his view that 
Earl was a major talent. 


@ The company have put their money where their 
beliefs are and are out to let America’s Best Kept Secret 
out of the bag because even a lot of country fans do not 
know too much about the man which is amazing 
because he has had sixteen No. Ones in the States and 
sold more than two million albums and is the first ever 
act to have four No. One singles off the same album. 
Words can say a lot but it will be the songs and the 
public's reaction to them that decides whether he will be 
a major force in Britain. 


@ The initial reaction to the first single was good for 
although Radio One and Capital Radio did not put it on 
their play lists the support in the regions was excellent 
and Ireland was even more enthusiastic. 


@ in America they now seem to have only nine-track 
albums but RCA are confident enough over here to 
release the full ten-tracks in Britain on not only albums 
and cassettes but also on compact disc, so be careful 
about buying imports. The extra track is ‘Carol’ which 
Earl helped to write and all should be available in 
October. They have also re-designed the cover making 
his name more prominent. 


CAROL: WHAT SHE IS: LOVE OUT LOUD: 
WHAT I'D SAY: YOU MUST NOT BE 
DRINKING ENOUGH: NO CHANCE, NO 
DANCE: | LOVE THE WAY HE LEFT YOU: 
FINALLY FRIDAY: WE BELIEVE IN HAPPY 
ENDINGS: TOO FAR FROM THE HEART OF 
IT ALL. 


On Earl Thomas Conley'’s first 
album released in Britain there is a 
track written by Earl called ‘Carol’ 
which has the line ‘Carol no one 
could replace you’ but that is exactly 
what RCA did! For this track was 
only on the CD version in America 
but in Britain it is also on album and 
cassette versions as well. 


If ETC is a new artist to you do not 
expect to hear lots of fiddles, steel 
guitars, mandolins, etc, because 
although it is undoubtedly country 
music it is modern country music. 


It was summer in England (yes that 
one special day had arrived), the 
barbeque was sizzling and | put the 
album on loud enough so we could 
hear and ‘What She Is' came on. My 
son's 21-year-old girlfriend stopped 
eating and turned the volume up to 
the question ‘who's that?’ and she 
was amazed when | told her a 
country singer. 
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‘But he hasn't got a twang! He isn’t 
nasal! And it's a good song, almost 
like Lionel Richie! That's the kind of 
music | would buy!” 


| realise that what | have just written 
may put some country fans off but 
please don't let it, give the mana 
listen because with his background 
and voice he couldn't be anything 
but country but he is country that is 
accepted by a larger audience in 
America and, although | don't think 
this will be the album that will 
establish him over here it is 
definitely a step in the right 
direction. 


Although there are no weak tracks, 
unfortunately neither do | hear one 
of those special songs that become 
standards. Stand out tracks for me 
are ‘What She Is’ and ‘Love Out 
Loud’. . . the age-old problem of 
actually putting your love into 
words. 


The duet with Emmylou Harris 
called ‘We Believe In Happy 
Endings’ is already high in the 
American charts and very country 
and ‘Finally Friday’ is the kind of 
song that helps you understand why 
the Hank Jnr fans took to him so well 
on their tours together. 


Earl paid his dues around the small 
honky tonks in his early years and 
you had to sound like the ‘stars’ if 
you wanted to survive and you can 
hear a hint of George Jones on ‘You 
Must Not Be Drinking Enough’. 


The self-penned ‘No Chance, No 
Dance’ is the raunchiest song on 
the album because, ‘What I'd Say’ 
isn't the Ray Charles classic but a 
ballad as are the title track and ‘| 
Love The Way He Left You’ which 
has a real Alabama feel about it. 


Earl's previous albums have been 
produced by Randy Scruggs but 
this time he is joined by Emory 
Gordy Jnr with the excellent quality 
you would expect from these 
names. Personally | would have 
picked an older album ‘Don't Make 
It Easy For Me’ as the first release 
but have no doubt they are saving 
many of those tracks for the follow- 
up. 

This is an album that should appeal 
to country and middle-of-the-road 
fans of all ages. 


Mick Green 


@ Lee said that he had a problem over what the follow- 
up single should be and explained to break an artist in 
Britain you really had to cross over to a larger audience 
and therefore he was reluctant to go with the ‘most’ 
country track, the duet with Emmylou Harris called ‘We 
Believe In Happy Endings’, for that reason. . . and the 
fact that he was promoting Earl not Emmylou. He also 
felt it was too early to go with an uptempo song. 


@ The ideas after the second single from the current 
album was toissue a ‘Greatest Hits’ or ‘Greatest Songs’ 
and Lee felt this had to be an excellent 16-track album 
but even then with the vast amount of good songs Earl 
has had it would be an awkward decision about what to 
leave out! 


@ He hoped the second album would be out next May 
and that it’s release would be backed up by personal 
appearances on TV and live performances. He felt it was 
vital for the record buying public to be able to see the 
artist live but again the problem was where and when? 


@ They were looking for a wider audience based on a 
country audience and therefore a suitable festival might 
be appropriate but it would not be fair to either the fans, 
Earl or the other acts to mix him in with an old timey type 
show because he would not appeal to the same people. 


@ Lee went on to state that he felt it was about time 
another country music act made its presence felt in the 
pop charts. He realised that country music cannot win 
because once you cross over and crack it you become 
MOR (middle of the road) and lose that country tag. So 
no matter what happens country music gets a raw deal. 


@ But does it really matter? Jim Reeves, Tammy 
Wynette. Don Williams, Slim Whitman, Glen Campbell, 
Johnny Cash and Dolly Parton are all acts that crossed 
over and are the biggest country household names in 
Britain. 


@ Lee Simmonds feels that with the right promotion 
Earl Thomas Conley could join those ranks but stressed 
‘It all starts with that special song. It is the song that 
crosses over not the artist. They sing in the same way 
they always have. Earl has a great really country voice 
but because it does not have that nasal twang | feel he 
could reach a much broader audience over here. My 
big fear is that | will not be able to recognise that special 
song that will help him achieve it’. 


@ Practically all Conley’s hits have been ballads yet he 
has been appearing regularly with Hank Williams Jnr 
who attracts a more rowdy type of audience which might 
strike some people as strange but when you see him on 
Stage you realise that the balance of his show is 
excellent with up-tempo and blues mixed in with the 
ballads and some of the slower ones he presents in 
medley form. His band have practically all been with 
him since the start of his career around 1980 when his 
first album for the indie Sunbird Label came out and 
impressed RCA so much that they ‘poached’ him. 


Why take this route? 


@ Inanswerto that question Lee said Route '88 was not 
open to Earl but he was full of praise for that campaign 
being confident that it must improve the size of the 
country music market in the long term. 


@ ‘| was amazed to see Randy Travis being promoted 
by Warner Brothers on TV andin the National Press,’ he 
explained. ‘When did you last see that? The company 
are to be congratulated because they have really got 
behind their act. | think Randy has a great country voice 
but I can honestly say that if | had to choose between him 
and Earl to promote in this country | would choose Earl. 
We are backing our artist and nowitis up to the fans. The 
product will be available and the artist will be here next 
year for live back-up of the campaign. | think we're 
putting our money on a winner!’ 


@ Because of other commitments | could not really 
afford the time to do the interview and write this feature 
but I genuinely feel that it is an important change in the 
attitudes of the record labels and should be publicised. 
For years we have been asking them to give country 
artists the same publicity as the pop ones. Followingon 
the Discover New Country and Route '88 campaigns the 
individual promotions behind Randy and now Ear! 
Thomas Conley do not go as far as that but they are solid 
steps in the right direction. 


@ Let us just hope that the campaigns get public 
support and encourage the record labels to go even 
further. Who knows perhaps RCA are in for a surprise 
and when awriter says Dolly Parton, Kenny Rogers, etc 
the ETC will mean Earl Thomas Conley. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ Apart from Philomena 
Begley who appeared in the 

‘Irish show on the Sunday 
afternoon, all last year’s British 
Award Winners performed on 
this sparkling show. 


@ /onaand Andy, (Wales), 
opened the show right on time 
and seemed quite at home on 
the big stage which was being 
compered by Wally Whyton. 
They included songs that 
showed off both their voices 
and allowed lona to mix guitar 
with keyboards and nowadays 
we are seeing more 
maletfemale duos making this a 
very tough category to compete 
in. Their show was polished 
with tidy intros and they closed 
with a song Froggie wrote for 
them called ‘Part Of Their 
World’... and we had a reprise 
version when they joined Ray at 
the end of the night. 


®@ Spill the Beans kept the 
British flag flying with 
MckKinlay’s ‘English Born Dixie 
Fried’, and used Tony's deep 
voice to effect on ‘Elvira’ and 
had a nice version of the 
‘Midnight Choir’. 


@® Colorado went on just 
before this year’s awards 
presentation and having 
watched their performance | am 
sure that no one was surprised 
to see them up on stage again 
on two occasions to pick up 
their sparkling trophies. | feel 
sure that 10 years ago it would 
have been impossible to 
imagine a British band staying 
together long enough to reach 
the standard they have (and | 
don't mean that as an insult to 
your or my favourite groups of 
the past). They have every- 
thing. Different lead voices, 
different styles of music, own 
compositions. I've said it 
before and! do not apologise 
for repeating it. Multi- 
instrumental, multi-talented 
and multi-entertaining. 


@® Raymond Froggatt’s high- 
quality show followed 
immediately after this year's 
awards and it would be easy to 
say that nothing had changed 
butithad. The long hair has 
gone and in it’s place sonething 
that looked like a yellow Brillo 
pad! As far as the show was 
concerned | will simply say that 
he tore his audience apart and 
what says more about his show 
now is the number of his superb 
songs that he left out. Songs 
like ‘Teach Me Pa’, ‘White Pearl 
Handled Gun’ and ‘Don't Let 
Me Cry Again’. 


® Colorado and Froggie have 
dominated the British country 
music scene for so long it is 
interesting to see if there is 
anywhere for them to move to 
but whether there is or not this 
was a Show that British country 
music can be emmensly proud 
of. 
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‘RITZ-Y’ LADY 


CAN COMPETE 
WITH THE BEST 


@ Cork born Paddy O'Brian and 
his band unpopped the afternoon 
show with ‘We Were Made For 

Each Other’ and this young man 


'_— Philomena Begley 


— John Glenn and The'Ramblers with Wally Whyton je ee ee SS SS 


PETERBOROUGH - 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


had represented his country at the 
Euro-Masters gave a pleasant 
enough start to the proceedings, if 
anything his introductions could 
have perhaps been taken at a less 
breakneck speed, but perhaps that 
was nerves. Possessing an above 
average voice and with a 
programme that included ‘Pretty 
Fraulein’ and ‘| Wonder Where You 
Are Tonight’ | thought at a touch 
more yodelling would have set his 
part of the day in a stronger light. 


@ With Wally Whyton handling the 
compere’s duties instead of the 
listed Johnny Russell, he 
introduced from Omagh, John 
Glenn & The Ramblers, who apart 
from ‘Crystal Chandeliers’ gave the 
kind of performance one expects 
from the Irish, continuous and pacy, 
particularly liked the way the 
keyboard kept in the background 
but gave the band that bite as in 
‘Amanda’ and ‘Touch Me’. 


@ Nerves again seem to play 
havoc as next on stage was 
Seamus McGee who took three 
numbers before getting into his 
Stride but then suddenly started to 
get his audience, particularly with 
‘Come Home Danny Boy’ this an 
artist | would like to see again. 


@ The sound system too seemed 
to be having nerve problems and 
when Mick Flavin came on stage he 
seemed to be getting the occasional 
hiccup. with a group that gave him 
extremely good backing his best 
number was ‘So Afraid Of Losing 
You Again’. After introducing the 
wrong number he then went into 
‘Wildwood Flower’ which seemed to 
be a common favourite of the artists 
appearing over the weekend. 


@ Sowecame to the final artist, ina 
concert billed as Irish who could be 
more popular that that lady who has 
just celebrated her ‘Silver’ in the 
scene Philomena Begley. as impish 
as ever, nay perhaps more so from 
the start of ‘Queen Of The Silver 
Dollar’ right the way through her 
programme her experience, talent 
and professionalism shone 
through. One nice touch was her 
dedication of ‘Red Is The Rose’ to 
the Steve's and Terry's of Security 
those guys that perhaps are not 
always the most popular people 
with the fans but do a great job for 
the artists. just as Philomena did at 
Peterborough 88. Grandmother she 
may be. but this ‘Ritz-y’ lady proved 
again with her vote topping 
performance that she can compete 
with the best. 


@ Onan afternoon though when 
the standard varied in the 
performers bouquets must be 
awarded to Philomena and Seamus 
McGee for proving that Ireland can 
still make good country music. 


Review by Tony Anderson 


Pictures by Jim Silverthorn 
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Ronnie Prophet signing off at Peterborough 


@ Firstly let me state that | think itis 
inexcusable that the final concert of 
a Bank Holiday Festival starts an 
hour late and finally closes one and 
a half hours after the scheduled 
time. Many people attending these 
events have to work the following 
day and many more have long 
drives home. In this case the 
biggest name of the weekend was 
appearing after some people just 
had to leave, making it not fair on 
eitherthe fans or the artist 
concerned. 


@ When it did finally start at least 
they saw an excellent British act. 
Little Ginny and Tammy Cline both 
long time stalwarts of the British 
country scene are now working 
together as Two Hearts 

Obviously trying to ‘bridge’ the gap 
with such American acts as ‘The 
Judds’ and ‘Sweethearts of the 
Rodeo’ ‘Two Hearts’ may not 
be avery high ‘Bridge’ call |am sure 
this ‘Ace’ combination will turn up 
Trumps’ and they will see many a 
‘Full House’ because they have a 
very well balanced programme 
worked out and | guarantee that if 
they keep the act together they will 
feature among the final Duo Awards 
Poll next year. Watch out for them. 


@ Ronnie Prophet who made a 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn superb job compereing the whole 


evening told us that Diane Solomon 
was now concentrating ona 


country’ career. She immediately 
ee % number ‘Let's Have A Party’. The 


@ The above rhyme is not worldshattering verse but it is concise to the 
Sunday night at Peterborough which was not billed as a songwriters 
night yet was filled with many of the listed entertainers best songwriting 
shots. Sunday night was the best attended night of the whole festival 
with almost a full house turning out. One of the festivals brightest stars, 
Canadian Ronnie Prophet, donned his compere/linkman clothes to add 
further proof to his genius, this man is brilliant. his energy, drive and 
humour filled the Supatent with a feeling of well-being throughout the 
show. 


@ Show opening fell to Robert Joe Vandygriff and Shades Of Country 
from Sulphur Springs Texas who were ending their British tour of mainly 
clubland venues. This fine American band drove into their set hellbent 
on taking no prisoners, using a mixture of covers and self penned 
material to win over their audience into demanding more at the end. 
They rodeout with the old British wartime classic ‘Bluebirds Over The 
White Cliffs Of Dover’, in respect of their British friends. This band will 
be in demand the next time around 


@Pinto Bennett and the Famous Motel Cowboys took the second spot 
and kept the momentum going. This big American son of the 
sheepfarming stock was unknown on this side of the water a few months 
ago, yet now he is becoming a country music hero and the reason is 
simple, Pinto and his Cowboys have got whatittakes. Their set featured 
all of the band without taking any glory from their centre man. Their 
canine howl between each number was taken up in reply by the 
audience, much in the same way as Boxcar Willie's train whistle is. Yes 
indeed, star quality and a name for the future. 


@ Next came one of the grand masters of country music Bill Anderson 
and the Po’ Folk. Whispering Bill has travelled the full spectrum of 
country music in his career and it all comes together in his roadshow, for 
me he is the consummate performer live. His band are clear, clean and 
tight. his backup singers, twins Lisa & Lori Hartford. sang like 
nightingales. Bill Anderson came to hold court and his devoted fans 
loved it 


@ Now came the turn of the big man of country music Johnny Russell 
and his All American Band. One could feel that ‘Big Johnny’ knew that 
he was among some good company but he soon realised that the 
audience was totally with him saying welcome back to Britain. He went 
through his stage routine of quips, jokes, and the practised asides 
between those solid gold songwriting hits which had the place lit up with 
their warmth and excitement. His backup singer Diane lent perfect 
support and excelled with her own one song spot on the show. The 
Crowd loved every minute of the whole set and showed it with a double 
standing ovation. Johnny Russell is back centre stage singing his sings 
and claiming the hearts of his public, old and new. 


lady has a good enough voice and 
knows how to use a stage. plays a 
good piano. but I'm still afraid she’s 
going to be one of those acts that 
UK’ Club fans will feel is ‘using’ the 
country music platform and so will 
find it hard to be accpted . . her 
response at the end showed this 


@ Hank Thompson on the other 
hand could never be anything else 
but country and some of the lyrics of 
his songs are.so banal that you want 
to cringe. yet the man still leaves 
you feeling happy as you realise 
you are watching a country music 
institution. | liked his link lines, his 
guitar work and unpretentious way 
he putitover. Maybe the ‘Wild Side 
Of Life’ is not as raunchy as it once 
-was for Hank but it proved a little 
gem of an act to be seen ata festival 
like this 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


Bill Anderson 


@ Dottie West on the other hand 
came with a superb country music 
reputation — unfortunately she 
didn’t bring any country feel with 
it. Itwasn’t only the Top that was 
Rocky ... her whole show was. 


@ Her band were good but they, 
and the arrangements, were more 
suitable to a pop supper lounge 
and | felt their whole hour at this 
country festival was wasted! One 
comment | heard, ‘They may have 
been country songs but they didn't 
sound country!’. Dottie nearly 
saved her performance by closing 
with the ‘American Trilogy’ but even 
after working hard on this British 
Club favourite she went off to just 
polite applause and didn’t even 
bother to come back to take a bow 


The Two Ronnies 


@ Following the earlier long wait 
we now had another one while the 
stage was changed and this was 
only made acceptable by the magic 
of the two Ronnies — Prophet the 
comedian and Prophet the 
musician bit | cannot resist saying 
that when Samantha Fox came on 
stage to announce Ricky Skaggs in 
her funny cockney voice a titter ran 
round the audience. 


@ But the man and his band 
certainly made the wait well 
worthwhile for the eight musicians 
on stage were a superb example of 
how good basic bluegrass music 
can sound with modern production 
and techniques and | feel sure most 
people would sum it up in the words 
of one of his songs | Wouldn't 
Change You If | Could 

@ itis hard to pick out the high 
spots as the band continually 
changed instruments to give a 
variety of sounds on the various 
numbers. Ricky did not sing a solo 
spot this time but included most of 
his hits and ‘Walking In Jerusalem 
really stood out 


@ |twas cold. it was late but the 

crowd stayed and were on their feet 

at the end but unfortunately there 

was no time left for an encore. If 

only the whole festival had haa the 
same exciting quality and drive 

well | can dream cant 1? 


Mick Green 


@ TomT. Hall and his Storytellers Band took the bill's top spot. Two 
songs in, the audience had become restless and started shouting for a 
clear vocal sound, they knew every word of every one of Tom T's songs 
but they wanted to hear them live. The vocals did improve but not 
enough to make a good show, great. although the content was still 
magical. 


@ Overall the best segment of the festival so far was this Sunday night 
offering from the famous and upcoming s »ngwriters. My review is 
based on reactions of the audience who paid to see the show because 
my complimentary seat in the press and media gallery offered a 90% 
view of the audience, 10% of the stage: such is the price of the freebee 


press andmediacorp......... Bilan Aner Ricky Skaggs Photo By Jim Silverthorn 
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Count 


Rock 
Bile 


@ My apologies for this month’s ‘Rock Pile’. You will notice 
that it lacks the usual snippets of news and seems more like 
arecord review. The reason for this is, whilst! was covering 
the Peterborough Festival my van was broken into and 
amongst the items stolen was my column for this month and 
all my research material. | haven't missed a ‘Rock Pile’ in 


almost twelve years and | don’t intend to now, so with your 
kind indulgence | offer this. 


@ itseems 
appropriate, that 
with my ill luck in 
that city, | should 
feature 
Peterborough 
heavily and so 
Vil kick off by 
looking at the 
recorded 
material of some 
of the festival 
ar’ .(es. 


@ Pinto Bennett & The Famous Motel Cowboys have 
achieved much success in the U.K. ina short time. On the 
Strength of their first tour and album, they were awarded a 
Wembley Festival appearance, which was a knockout and 
gained BBC Tv coverage. The fans were also greatly pleased 
by the Peterborough set, ensuring these boys even greater 
British success. The new album, ‘Big In Winnemucca’ (PT) 
is excellent, with eleven tracks that blend traditional sources 
come the relatively little known ‘Ol’ Blue’ and ‘Jack Tarr’, 
given contemporary arrangements. Richard Dobson's 
‘Wood & Steel’, Faron Young's ‘Wine Me Up’ and Bobby 
Darin’s ‘Dream Lover’ are also treated to the Pinto touch, 
making them seem like new songs. But it was the originals 
that grabbed my attention most of all. ‘Winnemucca’, ‘Bad 
Girl’, ‘First Door To The Wrong’ (what a great title!), 
‘Hardcore Cowboy’, ‘Two Waltzing Mice’ and one that is 
already a great favourite of mine ‘Honky Tonk Asshole’ 
(dedicated to Brian Ahern?). It surely can’t be too long 
before this outfit become a major international force in 
country music. 


os 
Pete Smith 


@ Michael Messer didn’t appear on the main stage at 
Peterborough but did turn in two interesting performances on 
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COUNTRY 
QUESTIONS ! 


This month there is only one question to be asked: .... 
fiat seemingly there doesn’t appear to be an 


WHO DIDIT??...... 


WHO STOLE PETE SMITH’S FILOFAX FROM HIS 
CAR AT THE PETERBOROUGH FESTIVAL OVER 


THE BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND ?? 


Unfortunately, we are unable to bring you Pete’s 
Country Questions column, but please rest assured 
those letters he has will be researched once again, and 


presented next month, 


To all those regular writers, including Bill Husband, 
please get in touch with Pete so that he may up-date his 
files again. 
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the outdoor bill. It is extremely difficult to categorise 
Messer’s music. Itdoesn’thit one as hardcore country, rock 
or blues, though it contains elements of each. | call it 
contemporary country blues. ‘Diving Duck’ (PT), Mike’s debut 
album is a showcase for the guy's instrumental virtuosity 
accompanied by a voice that was just made for this kind of 
music. The sound he gets from his instruments (slide, 
Hawaiian and rhythm guitars, electric lap steel) is amazing! 
Most of the tunes come from old bluesmen, Fred McDowell, 
Jimmie Davis, KoKomo Arnold, etc, though one track, ‘The 
Secret To A Long Life’, is contemporary, from the pen of 
Michelle Shocked. Unless you're into rural blues most of the 
tracks will be unfamiliar to you, though ‘Milk Cow Blues’ and 
“Brownsville Blues’ have seen their fair share of records over 
the years. Michael Messer is a highly talented musician 
who performs in a unique style, a combination that should 
put the guy on the road to stardom. A great album. 


@ Another guy with a pretty unique style is Lore Coyote 
Orion, probably better identified as Lore & The Legends. 
Lore’s music is a curious blend of rock, western and country 
music — a sort of contemporary cowboy rock. It is image 
making music, conjuring up visions of the vast Texan plains, 
mustangs and outlaws. The new album, ‘Lore Coyote Orion’ 
(PT) is a perfect example with original songs such as ‘I Wish! 
Was In Texas’, ‘Mustang Canyon’, ‘El Dorado’ and ‘Texas 
Ain't The Same’. But the star of the album is a love song. 
‘She Takes My Breath Away’ is a magnificent song, given a 
powerful performance by Lore, one that would be a certain 
single if recorded for a major label. 


@ PT Records are to be congratulated on releasing three 
albums, totally different in content and sound, providing a 
welcome relief to some of the stereotyped material coming 
out of Nashville these days. 


@ The Peterborough Festival also featured an interesting 
Canadian Showcase. Four of the acts record for the 
Savannah label who have recently made their product 
available in the U.K. Gary Fjellgaard (pronounced Fellgard) 
has been compared to fellow countryman Gordon Lightfoot 
and although | dislike comparisons, | can see what they 
mean. Garyisa perceptive songwriter, a poet, who conjures 
beautiful images with his words. On ‘No Time To Lose’ Gary 
has a preoccupation with the wide open spaces on songs 
such as ‘As Rivers Run’, ‘Rocky Mountain Trail Ride’, ‘Riding 
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—— Ray Lynam 


On The Wind’ and ‘Pride Of The Prairie’. Fjellgaard’s 
Slightly folksy style has proved a winner in Canada, I'm sure 
the same will be said for Britain in the not too distant 
future. The Good Brothers, Bruce (autoharp, dobro, vocals), 
Brian (guitar, vocals) and Larry (banjo, vocals) provide a 
wide variety of styles on ‘Delivering The Goods’, heart 
ballads, dramatic epics, bluegrass and humour. Strong lead 
vocals coupled with tight harmonies make the Goods a name 
to watch. Take a listen to ‘High Rollin Heart’, ‘It's A Rodeo’ 
and the hilarious ‘Don’t Pet The Dog’. 


@ Anita Perras and Tim Taylor pursued solo careers ina 
rather modest way before teaming up to become Canada’s 
top country duo. ‘Anita & Tim’ admirably displays the 
talents of the twosome on duets and individual solos and all 
tracks were penned by Taylor. Listen to ‘Something Good’, 
‘Isn't That The Strangest Thing’ (duets), ‘Three Little Words’, 
‘Say When’ (Taylor), ‘Mutual Acquaintance’ and ‘I Found 
Someone Too’ (Perras). 


a Fiz HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL LIBRAS AND SCORPIOS INCLUDING: 
§ <® ist BONNIE OWEN 19th JEANNIE C. RILEY N 
N 4th LLOYD GREEN 20th WANDA JACKSON & GRANDPA JONES N 
N 5th LINDA FLANAGAN & JOHNNY DUNCAN 26th WES McGHEE N 
8 en SUS nae 27th FLOYD CRAMER & DALLAS FRAZIER N 
N 10th TANYA TUCKER & JOHN PRINE 8 
N 11th DOTTIE WEST & GENE WATSON ebth- CHARLIE DAMIELS 8 
N 13th LACY J. DALTON 29th SONNY OSBOURNE (Osbourne Brothers) N 
N 14th MELBAMONTGOMERY 31st KINKY FRIEDMAN 8 


@ Thename Terry Carisse has cropped up a couple of times 
in our ‘Country Questions’ as the guy’s singles have crept 
into this country. Now thanks to Savannah we can enjoy 
Terry on ten full tracks on the album ‘None Of The Feeling Is 
Gone’. Carisse has certainly come a long way since he was 
with the Carroll Baker band. He has developed into a major 
songwriter (10 PROCAN Certificates of Honour) and vocal 
Stylist, picking up four Male Vocalist awards, song, single 
and album awards. If! had to name my favourite Canadian 
performer it would be Terry Carisse, take a listen to ‘Old 
Photographs’, ‘It Must Be October’ and ‘Postcards’ to see 
what | mean. 


@ One of the best albums to come my way in a long time 
didn’t emanate from Nashville, Texas or Canada, but from 
Ireland. Ray Lynam’s ‘Back In Love By Monday’ (Ritz) is a 
beautiful piece of work and original compositions from the 
pen of Charlie McGettigan. Of the twelve songs, none of 
which | can fault, | favour the McGettigan ballads ‘A Bed For 
The Night’, ‘I'll Never Get Over You’ and ‘Time’. A great 
vocal performance by Ray complemented by excellent 
musicians — the ‘Dublin Mafia’ — make this an album to 
remember. 


@ Asingle| could really rave about is Earl Thomas Conley’s 
‘What She Is (Is A Woman In Love)’ coupled with ‘No Chance, 
No Dance’ (RCA/BMG). Conley has been racking up the 
number ones in the States but seems to be a little ignored 
this side of the water. Hopefully this single will give Earl 
the British success he so richly deserves. 


@ Finally, my grateful thanks to Terry Jones and all the 
Kruger Security staff for their magnificent help during my 
troubles at Peterborough. You made the weekend enjoyable 
once again. Will all artistes and friends who think | should 
have their addresses and/or telephone numbers please 
contact me. That's it. Remember there are stars in the 
southern sky. (Even at Peterborough!). 


DAN WILL RAGE ON 


@ Dan Seals releases his latest album ‘Rage On’ through Capitol on 


October 3rd. 


@ ‘Rage On’ features a good selection of strong titles, some written by 
Dan. Along with his recently released single ‘Addicted’, (which has 
soared to No. 1. in the U.S. Country charts), noteworthy tracks include 
‘They Rage On’, ‘Fool Me Once Fool Me Twice’ and the eagle- 

esque ‘Long, Long Island Nights’. 


@ Although based in country, Dan has the cross-over, easily listening 
appeal associated with the likes of Randy Travis and The Eagles. You 
have the chance to witness Dan's talent, when he starts a tour of the UK 


in October. 
Tuesday 18th 


Wednesday 21st 


Thursday 22nd 
Friday 23rd 
Saturday 24th 
Sunday 25th 
Monday 26th 
Tuesday 27th 


Wednesday 28th 


Friday 30th 


London 
Hants 
Cheshire 
Mersyside 
Birmingham 
Doncaster 
Guildford 
London 
Middlesex 
Kent The Orchard, Dartford 


Mean Fiddler 

Leisure Centre, Andover 
Mireless Social Club, Stockport 
Floral Pavilion, New Brighton 
Breedon Bar & Border Cafe 

ICI Sports Club 

Civic Centre 

Half Moon, Putney 

Beck Theatre, Hayes 
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COMPACT 
DISK 


This month we shall be looking at 
some of the amazing bargains to be 
found on the Spectrum label, with a 


recommended price of £2.99 they 
must surely be the cheapest 
around. 


REVIEWED BY CLIVE WYNES 
JIM REEVES JOHNNY CASH 
LIVE AT THE OPRY | WALK THE LINE 
u4041 u4065 


This twenty track live recording was 
previously available as an import 
album for around the £10 mark and 
it ranges in style from Jim's hard 
country sound on tracks such as 
“Yonder Comes A Sucker’ and 
‘Waitin’ For A Train’ through the 
catchy and commercial sounding 
‘Bimbo’ and ‘Billy Bayou’ to the 
smoother sounds more familiar to 
UK fans with ‘He'll Have To Go’ and 
‘Anna Marie’. No live Reeves 
performance would go complete 
without some religious numbers 
and both ‘Peace In The Valley’ and 
‘When God Dips His Love In My 
Heart’ are well representive of that 
side of Jim's material. Considering 
that this is a live recording dating 
back some thirty years the sound is 
remarkably clear making this, in my 
opinion, the flagship of the 
Spectrum range. 


A Jeffrey 
and Howard 
Kruger 
Presentation 
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| number most of these 16 tracks 
among my favourites from Cash's 
Sun years and noless than 12 were 
written by the man himself including 
my personal favourite ‘Mean Eyed 
Cat’. Most of these should be more 
than familiar having been re-issued 
many, many times, so suffice to 
mention that they number among 
them, ‘Hey Porter’, ‘Folsom Prison 
Blues’, ‘Luther Played The Boogie’ 
and ‘Get Rhythm’. | Walk The Line’ 
strikes me as an ideal way to 
replace those old worn out albums, 
45s or dare | mention 78s (that no 
doubt shows my age). This is 38 
minutes of early Cash at his best 
and most definitely great value for 
money. 


UBD O.0 
SEER REEEES 


BILLIE JO SPEARS 
20 COUNTRY GREATS 
u4032 


Billie Jo has added a few of her own 
personal biggies such as ‘57 
Chevrolet’ and ‘Blanket On The 
Ground’ to a string of other peoples 
hits including the perennial ‘Crystal 
Chandeliers’, Roy Orbisons ‘Blue 
Bayou’, the lovely ‘Tennessee 
Waltz’ and Buck Owens ‘Cryin’ 
Time’ to produce 60 minutes on ‘I'll 
Never Love Like This Again’ or ‘Fire 
& Rain’ so | have no hesitation in 
recommending this CD to anyone 
with three quid to spare. 


FRANKIE LAINE 
GREATEST HITS 
u4022 


Although there are several western 
songs among this collection of 
Frankie Laine’s ‘Greatest Hits’ | 
would personally class this CD as 
more easy listening than 

country. That said Frankie's voice 
powerhouses out those great 
western themes of yesteryear such 
as ‘Rawhide’, ‘High Noon’ and 
‘Mule Train’ along with ‘Wheel Of 
Fortune’, ‘Don’t Fence Me In’, ‘Cool 
Water’ and my favourite ‘The Cry Of 
The Wild Goose’. All those oldies 
but goodies are here like ‘| Believe’, 
‘Jezebel’ and ‘The Moonlight 
Gambler’ helping to make this a 
very enjoyable 55 minute trip down 
memory lane. Once again this 
twenty tracker is a good way of 
replacing some of that worn out 
vinyl. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

COUNTRY FESTIVAL 

U4047 

For our final Spectrum CD this 
month | have chosen this mixed 
artists compilation because among 
the standard re-issue fare like Patsy 


Cline's ‘I've Loved & Lost Again’ 
and Willie Nelson's ‘Home Is Where 
You're Happy’ nestle some little 
gems such as Merle Travis’s 
‘Gamblers Guitar’, Gram Parson's 
and Emmylou Harris's ‘That's All It 
Took’ and Stonewall Jackson's 
‘Promises & Hearts’ all helping to 
make this compilation a little out of 
the ordinary. Among the other 
artists appearing on this 16 tracker 
are George Jones (‘Worlds Worst 
Loser’), Johnny Paycheck (‘| Don't 
Need To Know That Right Now’), 
Conway Twitty (‘Blue Is The Way | 
Feel’) and an early Oakridge Boys 


number ‘Time Has Made A Change 
In Me’. ‘Country Festival is another 
value for money release as well as 
being an interesting place to end 
this months look at Spectrum CDs. 


JERRY LEE LEWIS 
GREAT BALLS OF FIRE 
u4064 


Although this CD is actually issued 
under Spectrum's Rock and Roll 
collection, the piano pounder has 
always successfully straddled the 
country and Rock and Roll fence. 
So if you like the golden oldies such 


she’s back - | 
The Great Lady of Country Music 


BILLIE] 


with her Special Guest 


RONNIE PROPHET 


and Glory-Anne 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1988 TOUR 


NOVEMBER 


Tues 15th 
Weds 16th 


Sun 20th 
Mon 21st 
Thurs 24th 
Fri 25th 
Sat 26th 
Sun 27th 
Tues 29th 


**Billie Jo Spears only 


De Montfort Hall, Leicester 
Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham 
Thurs 17th & Fri 18th The Marina, Great Yarmouth 

Caesar's Palace, Luton’ 

City Hall, Sheffield 

Central Hall Theatre, Chatham 
Fairfield Hall, Croydon 

Oasis Leisure Centre, Swindon 
Newport Centre, Newport, Wales 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 


Tickets for all dates direct from theatre booking offices 


DECEMBER 
Thurs Ist 
Fri 2nd 
Sat 3rd 
Sun 4th 
Mon 5th 
Weds 7th 
Thurs 8th 
Fri 9th 
Sat 10th 
Sun 11th 
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as ‘What'd | Say’, ‘Sweet Little 
Sixteen’ or ‘Good Golly Miss Molly’ 
performed as only the Killer can, 
then this could be a very worthwhile 
investment. There are three tracks 
that display the country side of Jerry 
Lee from a powerful interpretation 
of Hank Williams ‘You Win Again’, 
through a superb bluesy reading of 
Charlie Rich's ‘I'll Make It All Up To 
You’ to Stan Kesler’s soulful ‘| Know 
What It Means’. With a running 
time of 44 minutes covering 18 
tracks this is yet another 
recommended way of investing 
£2.99. 


Q SPEARS 


Guild Hall Centre, Preston 


Sands Centre, Carlisle 


Capitol Theatre, Aberdeen 


The Pavilion, Glasgow 


Sunderland Empire, Sunderland 
Com Exchange, Cambridge 
Assembly Hall, Barking, Essex 


Ritz Theatre, Lincoln 


The Pavilion, Bournemouth 
Congress Theatre, Easthoume 
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Gary Fijellgaard 


Canada’s Country | 
Show Case... 


@ Forseveral years now | have been singing praises of Canadian country music 

artists and with k d lang beginning to make headway on the international scene | 
am extremely hopeful that other acts will follow in the footsteps of Anne Murray, 

Gordon Lightfoot and Hank Snow and show the world that Canada has as much 
to offer the country music world as the U.S.A. 


@ This Canadian showcase should have been the 
initial breakthrough here in the UK but unfortunately 
both lack of time for soundchecks and the small amount 
of stage time each act received served to lessen their 
initial impact. Taking these factors into account there 
were some interesting and impressive debuts here on 
the Peterborough stage. 


@ Opening act was Michelle Wright who along with her 
four piece band set my blood pounding right from the 
word go with her rollicking ‘Don't It Make You Wanna 
Dance’, but it wasn’t all guts and go as during her all too 
short spot Michelle included a lovely reading of Freddie 
Powers ‘Natural High’ along with a soulful ‘New Fool At 
An Old Game’. On this showing Michelle Wright is a 
name to watch out for in the not too far distant future. 


@ Next onstage was Gabriola Islander Gary Fjellgaard 
who is often likened in style to Gordon Lightfoot and 
certainly his easy going acoustic styling successfully 
bridges the folk/country divide. His original songs were 
a treat to those old ears with ‘As Rivers Run 
Saskatchewan’, ‘Dance With This Old Cowboy’ and 
‘Heroes’ standing out. | admit to being a sucker for 
lovely ladies and the duets and harmonies from the 
lovely Linda and the finger picked violin on ‘Cowboys 
Sweetheart’ from Marcia were sheer delight. | look 
forward to seeing Gary again as his fine voice and 
superb songs were my highlight of the afternoon. Terry 
Carisse's set suffered from poor sound balance with his 
vocals becoming frequently lost behind his gutsy 
sounding band. The man has personality and stage 
presence and from when | could hear it a great voice 
again coupled to some good original material. 
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Report by 
Clive Wynes 


@ Anita Perras and Tim Taylor also suffered from 
sound problems with Tim especially being lost in the 
mix, though Anita did manage to shine through on 
‘Sweet Dreams’ and ‘Once More He Goes’. Let's hope 
that next time they visit the UK they get a fairer crack of 
the whip. 


@ The Good Brothers, who rather unusually for these 
days featured autoharp in their line up, stuck mainly to 
standards such as ‘I Saw The Light’ and ‘Battle Of New 
Orleans’ for their set. Possibly because of their use of 
familiar material they fared better with the majority of the 
audience and their one original ‘Don't Pet The Dog’ 
proved just as successful. | can see the Good Brothers 
easily becoming favourites in the UKs country music 
clubs. 


@ Closing this Canadian showcase was the ever 
popular Ronnie Prophet, accompanied by his lovely wife 
Glory Anne and aided by the Michelle Wright Band, 
Ronnie turned in his usual professional and enjoyable 
set. Glory Anne's ‘Star’ and ‘Tennesse Flat Top Box’ 
along with Ronnies blistering guitar on ‘Ghost Riders’ 
and his fast talking ‘Auctioneer’ were my highspots of 
their set. | only hope that next time any of these artists 
visit the UK they are allowed time for proper 
soundchecks and a decent time on stage to do them the 


justice they deserve. 
Michelle Wright 


RANDY TRAVIS 


THE NEW SINGLE FROM THE 
MULTI-AWARD-WINNING STAR OF 


DEEPER THAN THE HOLLER 


SPECIAL LIMITED 12” CONTAINS TWO LIVE TRACKS 
RECORDED AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL JUNE ’88 
STORMS OF LIFE 
WE-AIN TOUTOF LOVE YET 


Distributed by WEA Records Ltd. () A Wamer Communications Co. 
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Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


IRIECOIRIDS 


ARTIST 

LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 
@ SKIP EWING 
MCA 53353 


TITLE 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 


| us | 1 DON'T HAVE FAR TO FALL 
J.BOWEN.S.EWING (S.EWING, D.SAMPSON) 


JOE KNOWS HOW TO LIVE EDDY RAVEN 
RCA 8303 


B.BECKETT (G.LYLE, T.SEALS, M.D.BARNES) 


9 | GONNA TAKE A LOT OF RIVER @ THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
J.BOWEN (J.KURHAJETZ, M.HENLEY) MCA 53381 

| a2 | BLUE LOVE THE O'KANES 

J.O'HARA,K.KANE (K.KANE, J.O'HARA) = COLUMBIA 38-07943/CBS 

9 | DARLENE T. GRAHAM BROWN 

R.CHANCEY (GEIGER, MULLIS, RECTOR) CAPITOL 44205 

Lu | TEAR STAINED LETTER @ JO-EL SONNIER 

R.BENNETT,B.HALVERSON (R. THOMPSON) RCA 8304.7 

| 9 | SUMMER WIND @ THE DESERT ROSE BAND 

FOR WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 24, 1988 P.WORLEY,E.SEAY (C.HILLMAN, S.HILL) MCA/CURB 53354/MCA 


LETTER HOME THE FORESTER SISTERS 
W.WALDMAN (W.WALDMAN) WARNER BROS. 7-27839 


BLUE TO THE BONE SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 
S.BUCKINGHAM (M.GARVIN, 8.JONES) COLUMBIA 38-07985/CBS 


RUNAWAY TRAIN @ ROSANNE CASH 
R.CROWELL (J.STEWART) COLUMBIA 38-07988/CBS 


NEW SHADE OF BLUE . SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC, J.E. NORMAN (J.MCFEE, A.PESSIS) WARNER BROS. 7-27790 


WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME THIS TIME @ FOSTER AND LLOYD 
B.LLOYD,R-FOSTER (R.FOSTER, B.LLOYD) RCA 8633-7 


SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL CONWAY TWITTY 


Compiled from a national sample of radio playlists. 


TITLE ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


x * NO.1 xk * 
ADDICTED 1 week at No. One DAN SEALS 
K.LEHNING (C.WHEELER) CAPITOL 44130 


1 SHOULD BE WITH YOU @ STEVE WARINER 
J.BOWEN,S.WARINER (S.WARINER) MCA 53347 


WE BELIEVE IN HAPPY ENDINGS = EARL THOMAS CONLEY WITH EMMYLOU HARRIS 
E.GORDY,JR..R.LSCRUGGS (B.MCDILL) RCA 6632-7 


BOWEN,C. TWITTY,D.HENRY (O.BLACKWELL, L.BASTIAN) MCA 53373 
HONKY TONK MOON RANDY TRAVIS 
K.LEHNING (D.0’ROURKE) WARNER BROS. 7-27833 eg A (J.0'HARA, K. WELCH) pee tee 
@ DWIGHT Y CK OWENS 
STREETS OF BAKERSEIECD DWIG YOAKAM & BUCK 0 Ms ENS DO YOU LOVE ME) JUST SAY YES HIGHWAY 101 


“WORLEY, E.SEAY (B.DIPIERO, J.S.SHERRILL, D.ROBBINS) 


7 
| 15 | WARNER BROS. 7-27867 
Ea BOOGIE WOOGIE FIDDLE COUNTRY BLUES @ THE CHARLIE DANIELS BAND 
J.STROUD (C.DANIELS, T.DIGREGARIO, T.CRAIN, C.HAYWARD, J.GAVIN) F EPIC 34-08002/CBS 


12 | MONEY K.T. OSLIN 
H.SHEDD (K.T.OSLIN) RCA 8388-7 
* & &* POWER PICK/SALES * *& & 
I'VE BEEN LOOKIN’ NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
J.LEO (J.IBBOTSON, J.HANNA) WARNER BROS, 7-22750 
| | 2 | as | 2 | WE NEVER TOUCH AT ALL MERLE HAGGARD 
K.SUESOV,M.HAGGARD (H.COCHRAN) EPIC 34-07944/CBS 


GD 3 | x | 9 | UNDER THE BOARDWALK LYNN ANDERSON 
N.LARKIN (K-YOUNG, A-RESNICK) MERCURY 870 528-7 


UNTOLD STORIES KATHY MATTEA 
AREYNOLDS (T.O'BRIEN) MERCURY 870 476-7 


6) + @/8/8/8|e[6|= [e|ele|S[e)« |e 
Se Oe ESL 


STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND @ TANYA TUCKER 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (B.NIELSEN-CHAPMAN, D.SCHLITZ) CAPITOL 44188 


BUTTON OFF MY SHIRT RONNIE MILSAP 
R.MILSAP,R.GALBRAITH,K.LEHNING (G.LYLE, B.LIVSEY) RCA 8389-7 


THAT’S WHAT YOUR LOVE DOES TO ME HOLLY DUNN 
H.DUNN,C.WATERS,W.PETERSON (C.RAINS, 8.CASWELL) MTM 72108 


DON'T GIVE CANDY TO A STRANGER LARRY BOONE 
R.BAKER (LBOONE, J.HINSON, D.GIBSON) MERCURY 870 454 


i 


* Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification for sales of 1 million units. 


4 RIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


Ss Products with the greatest airplay this week. @ Videoclip availability. 
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Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


g ARTIST TITLE 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


x * NO.1 «x 
RANDY TRAVIS warner BROS. 25738 (8.98) (CD) 5 weeks at No. One OLD 8X10 


@ BBE THE JUDDS rca/curs 8318-1/RCA (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
DWIGHT YOAKAM 
Re DWIGHT YORKAM cas ico BUENAS NOCHES FROM A LONELY ROOM 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. @ warner/curs 25725/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) WILD STREAK 
RESTLESS HEART rca 8317-1 (8.98) (CD) BIG DREAMS IN A SMALL TOWN 
RICKY VAN SHELTON @ covumaia 40602/cBs (CD) WILD EYED DREAM 
REBA MCENTIRE mca 42134 (8.98) (CD) REBA 
DAN SEALS caprtoi 46976 (8.98) (CD) RAGE ON 
GEORGE STRAIT © mca 42114 (8.98) (CO) IF YOU AIN'T LOVIN’ YOU AIN'T LIVIN’ 
RANDY TRAVIS 43 warner BROS. 25568-1 (8.98) (CD) ALWAYS & FOREVER 


THIS WEEK 
T WEEK 
WKS. ON CHART 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. A warNeR/CURB 25593-1/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) BORN TO BOOGIE 
COMIN’ HOME TO STAY 
THIS WOMAN 


WKS. ON CHART 


ALL KEYED UP 


® Albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available. ¢ Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 


MARIE OSMOND capiToL/cuRB 48968/CAPITOL (8.98) (CD) ALL IN LOVE 


LYLE LOVETT mcascurs 42028/MCA (CD) PONTIAC 
LEE GREENWOOD mca 42167 (8.98) (CO) THIS IS MY COUNTRY 
ALABAMA 4 fa AHL 1-7170 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 


MERLE HAGGARD epic s0986/cBs (CD) CHILL FACTOR 
ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL epic 44213/c8s (cD) WESTERN STANDARD TIME 


2OELSOMNERereem co —~SS~COME ONCE | 
PPATIYLOVELESS exer eo ~~ NYHEART HAD WROOWS | 
[THE OAKRIDGE BOYSucwaneo0 > __—_—_—_CMORONGAMELA | 
RESTLESSHEART @wcsewasoeo CHES | 
[THE OTANES coumnowas co ——~SS~~CTIREDOF THE RUA | 
KIM CARNES mca 42200 (8.98) (CD) VIEW FROM THE HOUSE 
[THEMCOARTERSmenoesanvae SS THEGIT_ 
FSPEWNGreciaesn co —__——_—~—~—CTHECORSTOF COLORADO 


THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 832 404-1 (CD) MAPLE STREET MEMORIES 
MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY warner BROS. 25644 (8.98) (CD) RIVER OF TIME 


KD. LANG sire 25724/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) SHADOWLAND 
ALABAMA @ rca 6825-R (9.98) (CD) ALABAMA LIVE 
ROSANNE CASH covumaia 40777/cBs (CD) KING'S RECORD SHOP 
RODNEY CROWELL co.umeia 44076/cBs (CD) DIAMONDS & DIRT 
TANYA TUCKER capitot 48865 (8.98) (CO) STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND 
ILLY JOE ROYAL ATLANTiC AMERICA 90658-1 /ATLANTIC (8.98) (CD) THE ROYAL TREATMENT 


IWGHWAY 101 warner BROS. 25742 (8.98) (CD) 1012 
K.T. OSLIN @ rca 5924-1 (8.98) (CD) 80'S LADIES 
ANDY TRAVIS 42 warweR BROS. 1-25435 (8.98) (CD) STORMS OF LIFE 
ERN GOSDIN co.umsia 40982/CBS (CD) CHISELED IN STONE 
SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO coumeia 40614/cBs (CD) ONE TIME, ONE NIGHT 
KEITH WHITLEY rca 6494-1 (8.98) (CD) DON'T CLOSE YOUR EYES 


GEORGE STRAIT A mca 42035 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS, VOL. 2 
STEVE WARINER mca 421 308.98) (CD) | SHOULD BE WITH YOU 
KATHY MATTEA mercury 832 793-1 (CD) UNTASTED HONEY 


certification for sales of 500,000 units. A RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 


numeral following the symbol. 


[> / |] =|] =| 5/6] =[@{=[@l=|=|=| -]-|~[-@]-[0 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


1 Ricky Skaggs; 2 ‘Two Hearts’ Tammy Cline and Little Ginny: 3 Johnny Wright, Kitty Wells 

and Bobby Wright; 4 Terry Carisse, Anita Perras, Michelle Wright and Tim Taylor; 

5 Tommy Overstreet and Bill Anderson; 6 Ronnie Prophet: 7 Terry Carisse and Michelle Wright: 
8 ‘Stars’ on route to Peterborough; 9 Jeffrey Kruger and Dottie West; 10 Moody Brothers; 

11 Lindsey St John: 12 Marie Lester and Mark Moseley: 13 Hank Thompson. 


.e MeWSHNe... 
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TANYA TUCKER 
STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND 
Capitol EST 2069 


YOU'RE NOT ALONE: STRONG 
ENOUGH TO BEND: AS LONG AS I'M 
DREAMIN’: LONESOME TOWN: 
DADDY & HOME: HIGHWAY 
ROBBERY: LONELY AT THE RIGHT 
TIME: PLAYING FOR KEEPS: CALL ON 
ME: BACK ON MY FEET. 


Country music with guts is Tanya’s 
forte and after a brief, not too 
successful flirtation with rock 
music, Tanya is firmly back where 
she belongs singing gutsy country 
music. 


The queen of raunch breathes new 
life into the Jimmie Rodgers 


classic ‘Daddy & Home’ while on 
‘Lonesome Town’ with its pounding 
rhythm Tanya declaims ‘there's no 
more rodeo riders’. 


“Strong Enough To Bend’ is modern 
country music at its best and 
although the driving ‘Highway 
Robbery’ may be just a little too 
rocky for the more traditionally 
orientated British fans tracks such 
as the soulful ‘Lonely At The Right 
Time’ or the powerful track ‘Strong 
Enough To Bend’ help to make this 
acountry masterpiece. Turn down 
the lights, turn up the Hi-fi and let the 
plaintive ‘Playing For Keeps’ get 
you in aromantic mood. One thing's 
for sure with such a variety of moods 
and tempos you'll never get bored 
with ‘Strong Enough To Bend’. 


Clive Wynes —— 


ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL 
WESTERN STANDARD TIME 
Epic 460985 | 


CHATTANOOGA CHOO CHOO: DON'T LET GO: 
HOT ROD LINCOLN: THAT'S WHAT I LIKE 
ABOUT THE SOUTH: THAT LUCKY OLD SUN 
(JUST ROLLS AROUND HEAVEN ALL 
DAY):WALK ON BY: SAN ANTONE ROSE: 
ROLY POLY: SUGARFOOT RAG: WALKING 
THE FLOOR OVER YOU. 


After only ten albums in the space of 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


17 years it is good to see another 
album by this most popular western 
swing band, only afew months after 
their previous offering. 


‘Western Stand Time’ is an 
interesting selection of old 
standards, some country some not, 
although western swing classics of 
the calibre of ‘San Antone Rose’ 
make this worth pursuing. 


MARIE OSMOND 
ALL IN LOVE 
Capitol/Curb EST 2068 


I'M IN LOVE & HE'S IN DALLAS: 
RAINING TEARS: MY HOME TOWN 
BOY: BABY’S BLUE EYES: LONELY 
AS THE NIGHT IS LONG: 99% OF THE 
TIME: SOMEBODY ELSES MOON: 
SWEET LIFE: ALL IN LOVE: WITHOUT 
ATRACE. 


| know that a lot of readers of this 
magazine will feel the lovely Marie is 
not country but ‘All In Love’ is 
equally as country as the latest 
Reba McEntire album and where as 
Reba has taken a small step away 
from country music Marie has taken 
for her a large step towards it. 


‘All In Love’ is 


KKK 


Ray Benson, the only surviving 
member of the original band (who 
have entertained for so long in the 
States), leads on vocals. Fellow 
Texan ‘Willie Nelson’ lends support 
on ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ which 
isn’t the first time he’s appeared on 
one of their albums. Songs which 
particulalry impressed me were 
‘Walk On By’, ‘Walking The Floor 
Over You’ (asong always 
associated with it’s writer the late 
great Ernest Tubb), along with the 
western swing tracks. ‘Hot Rod 
Lincoin’ features some nifty guitar 
and the fiddle of guest Johnny 
Gimble, also featured on fiddle is 
band member Larry Franklin. 


Asleep at the Wheel ouse class, 
with everyone playing their part on 
this good representation of their 
music. There’s some outstanding 
steel guitar and fiddle playing on 
‘San Antone Rose’. ‘Don’t Let Go’, 
the rock 'n’ roll tune works out well. 
given the band's treatment... Allin 
all a most enjoyable album, with 
only the easy listening ‘Lucky Old 
Sun’ not to my taste. 


Maurice Hope 


an album of powerful 
ballads and ok it’s a big production 
job with sweeping strings etc but 
there's still some great music 
contained here. | have never been 
a Marie Osmond fan but if she’s 
going to turn out albums of this 
class then that could very soon 
alter and | advise all those Osmond 
knockers to just forget the Osmond 
name and approach this album with 
an open mind. 


Among the many goodies are ‘I'm In 
Love & He's In Dallas’ and ‘Lonely 
As The Night Is Long’ along with the 
duet with Paul Davies on ‘Sweet 
Life’. While the atmospheric 
“Somebody Else’s Moon’ is my 
personal album pick. Welcome 
back to country music Marie, there’s 
definitely room for you. 


RICKY VAN SHELTON 
WILD EYED DREAM 
CBS 4611204 


ULTIMATELY FINE: CRIME OF 
PASSION’ LIFE TURNED HER THAT 
WAY: | DON'T CARE: DON'T WE ALL 
HAVE THE RIGHT: WILD EYED 
DREAM: BABY I’M READY: 
SOMEBODY LIED: CRAZY OVER YOU: 
WORKING MAN BLUES. 


Ricky Van Shelton follows Travis 
and Yoakam in bringing a reviving 
freshness to traditionally sounding 
country music ranging from country 
honk on ‘Crazy Over You’ a really 
driving track to the bluesy soulful 
reading on ‘Somebody Lied’. Toe 
tappers abound with ‘Ultimately 
Fine’, ‘Crime Of Passion’ and the 
title track ‘Wild Eyed Dream’ but for 
me the albums high spot was the 
moving Harlan Howard number 
‘Life Turned Her That Way’. 


Given the right amount of push both 
this album and the good looking 
Ricky Van Shelton himself couid 
become extremely popular with the 
British country music fraternity and | 
personally hope that we soon get a 
visit from him 


‘Wild Eyed Dream’ is another album 
that | have no hesitation in 
recommending to readers of this 
magazine. 
Clive Wynes 


RANDY TRAVIS 
OLD 8X10 
Warner Bros WX162 


HONKY TONK MOON: DEEPER THAN THE 
HOLLER: IT’S OUT OF MY HANDS: IS IT STILL 
OVER?: OLD 8 X 10: FOREVER & EVER, 
AMEN: WRITTEN IN STONE: THE BLUES IN 
BLACK AND WHITE: HERE IN MY HEART: WE 
AIN'T OUT OF LOVE YET: PROMISES. 


Randy Travis’ eagerly awaited third 
album ‘Old 8 X 10’ continues very 
much in the same vein as his 
previous recordings, a fine blend of 
slow and uptempo ballads. ‘Honky 
Tonk Moon’ his current US chart 
single starts off in a ‘blues’ country 
style. ‘Written In Stone’ for once 
finds Randy looking on the bright 
side of things, with it’s catchy lyrics it 
could be a successful future single. 


Schlitz & Overstreet, once again 
feature among the songwriters, they 
provide the uptempo ‘Deeper Than 
The Holler’ a lively track featuring 
plenty of steel, harmonica and fiddle 
with Ballie & The Boys on 
background vocals, providing a nice 
blend. 


Vavavav 


Randy is only credited on two tracks 
along with John Lindley, ‘It's Out Of 
My Hands’ and ‘Promises’. Both 
find him in a melancholy mood. 
‘Promises’ the flip side of the 
successful single ‘Forever & Ever, 
Amen’ (also on the album, 
presumably due to its recent 
extensive airplay while the ‘Route 
88’ promotional dates were playing) 
is agem. 


‘We Ain't Out Of Love Yet’, another 
uptempo number is another of my 
favourites of this excellently 
produced country album. ‘Old 8 X 
10’ the title track is one of those 
songs which grows on you the more 
you hear it, steel guitar well to the 
fore. ‘The Blues In Black And 
White’ has a soulful fiddle and 
dobro is used to good effect but 
musicians of the calibre of Mark 
O'Connor, Jerry Douglas, Paul 
Franklin, Bela Fleck and Terry 
McMillian all put the icing to this 
super recording. 


CHART ACTION 


24th September 1988 


TOP e 20 


COUN Pky 
ALBUMS 


Compiled by Gallup for the Country Music Association © 1988 


OLD 8X10 
Randy Travis 


Wamer Bros WX162 
WX162C 


BUENOS NOCHES FROM A LONELY ROOM 


Dwight Yoakam Reprise WX193 WX193C 

3 3 DON'T FORGET TO REMEMBER Ritz RITZLP0043 
Daniel O'Donnell RITZLC0043 

4 4 LONE STAR STATE OF MIND MCA MCF3364 
Nanci Griffith MCFC3364 

5 jo ALWAYS AND FOREVER Wamer Bros WX107 
Randy Travis WX107C 

6 g _ LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS MCA MCF3413 
Nanci Griffith MCFC3413 

7 5  SHADOWLAND Wamer Bros WX171 
kd lang WX171C 

8 7  'NEED YOU Ritz RITZLP0038 
Daniel O'Donnell RITZLC0038 

9 8 PONTIAC MCA MCF3389 
Lyle Lovett MCFC3389 

0 ne HILLBILLY DELUXE Reprise WX106 
1 Dwight Yoakam WX106C 


Daniel O'Donnell 


Nanci Griffith 


TWO SIDES OF DANIEL O'DONNELL Ritz RITZLP0031 


RITZLC0031 


THE LAST OF THE TRUE BELIEVERS 


Rounder Europa REU1013 REUC1013 


17 STORMS OF LIFE Wamer Bros 9254351 
1 3 Randy Travis 9254354 
1 4 11 TRIO Warmer Bros WX99 
D Parton/L Ronstadt/E Harris Wx99C 
] 5 19 NOBODY'S ANGEL Wamer Bros 9257061 
Crystal Gayle 9257064 
] 6 14 STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND Capitol EST2069 
Tanya Tucker TCEST2069 
] 7 RE NEW MOVES Capitol EST2004 
Don Williams TCEST2004 
] 8 RE JUST US RCA PL86495 
Alabama PK86495 
] 9 RE ONE TIME ONE NIGHT CBS 4607791 
Sweethearts of the Rodeo 4607794 
20 RE HIGHWAY 101 Wamer Bros 9257421 
Highway 101 9257424 
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huge car parking area. 


More 
Album 
Reviews 


Clive Wynes 


Se 


PATSY CLINE 
ALWAYS 
Pickwick PWKS 502 


ALWAYS: HALF AS MUCH: HAVE YOU 
EVER BEEN LONELY: THAT'S HOW A 
HEARTACHE BEGINS: BILL BAILEY 
WON'T YOU PLEASE COME HOME: 
LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND: THE 
WAYWARD WIND: YOU BELONG TO 
ME: | LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS: 
THAT'S MY DESIRE: | CAN SEE AN 
ANGEL: YOU MADE ME LOVE YOU: 
CRAZY ARMS: YOUR CHEATIN' 
HEART. 


The late Patsy Cline must surely 
be one of the original country 
crossover artists and her powerful 
vocals on tracks such as ‘Always’, 
‘Bill Bailey’ and ‘Love Letters In 
The Sand’ still manage to sound just 
as fresh and exciting today as they 
did over twenty years ago. 


Transfer to CD appears to have 
added an extra sharpness to her 
already crystal clear vocals and 
tracks such as ‘Half As Much’, 

‘1 Can See An Angel’ and ‘Your 
Cheatin’ Heart’ are still sheer 
musical magic. Having beena 
Patsy Cline fan for many years | 
hope that | can eventually replace 
all of my well worn LPs with CDs of 
this quality and value. Highly 
recommended. 


PROMOTED 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


SOUTH KESTEVEN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


@ Thecountry music world has been buzzing with rumours for 
some months about the possibility of anew annual event. The 
possibility has now become a reality — and details can be 
released about the first Lincolnshire International Country 
Music Jamboree, which will be staged in the Prime Minister's 
home town of Grantham over the Spring Bank Holiday next 
year (May 27th, 28th, 29th, 1988). 


— IN THE HEART OF RURAL ENGLAND — 


@ Designed as a tourist attraction and publicity vehicle for one 
of the most delightful parts of the country, the Jamboree is first 
and foremost a family fun weekend — a ‘State-Fair’ with 
dozens of attractions. Air Shows, Static Displays, a Motor 
Show and will incorporate the British Marching Jazz Bands 
Championships plus many spectacular arena events will be 
scheduled over eight hours on each of the three days — as well 
as a Major Funfair, Children’s Creche, Exhibition Stands and 
Side Stalls. A Giant Balloon launch will signal the start of 
activities each day at Spitalgate Airfield which will also 
accommodate a National Camping and Caravan Rally with a 


@ As the ‘Jamboree’ was originally conceived by Country 
Music Round Up publisher, Colin Kettle, it is naturally planned 
around a series of country music concerts. Staged in a huge 
Big-Top, the concerts will take place twice daily (afternoon and 
evening) and will feature a different style each day, to cover the 
several preferences of fans — and to provide a wide variety for 
ss those not already commited to country. 


oe @ Top European talent will be featured on the first day, 
ss Contemporary Country on the second and ‘Legends’ on the 
= third. 


SESS 


KEKK 


BOXCAR WILLIE 
FALLING IN LOVE 
GEM BDA 1077 


FALLING IN LOVE: | SHOUT HOORAY: 
THANK GOD THE FIGHTING IS OVER: 
JESUS | NEED TO TALK TO YOU: TO 
LOVE A GIRL LIKE YOU: LORD DON'T 
LET HER GO: MAGGIE: | WANT TO SEE 
MY HOMETOWN: LOVE IS A FIRE: HEY, 
HEY SOBRENO: LOSING MY MIND. 


BOXCAR WILLIE 

JESUS MAKES HOUSECALLS 

GEM BDA 1075 

JESUS | NEED TO TALK TO YOU: 
SWING LOW SWEET CHARIOT: JESUS 
MAKES HOUSECALLS: CLOSER WALK 
WITH THEE: MARCHING FOR JESUS: 
SOMEBODY TOUCHED ME: LIFE'S 
RAILWAY TO HEAVEN: HOW GREAT 
THOU ART: HOW BEAUTIFUL HEAVEN 
MUST BE: PRECIOUS MEMORIES. 


Although of late Boxcars’ star 
has waned a little here in the UK 

| have no doubt that these two 
imports will still gain many sales. 
Although a lot of the songs are 
new indeed no less than eleven of 
them were written by Ms Boxie 
Lloene Martin, the style is still 
what Boxie does best, good solid 
traditional country music. 


On both albums Boxie is ably 
supported by his Texas Trainmen 
so there's lots of fiddle, steel and 
dobro. ‘Falling In Love’ is as the 
title suggests an album of love 
songs both personal and 
religious with the high spot being 
‘Thank God The Fighting Is Over’ 
and ‘To Love A Girl Like You’ both 
written by Lloene Martin being 

the best cuts (not that there are 
any bad ones) while ‘Jesus | Need 
To Talk To You’ (which appears 
on both albums) and ‘Jesus 
Makes House Calls’ again both 
written by Lloene Martin are the 
two standout tracks off the 

gospel album. 


17 


@ Negotiations are taking place with major names in Nashville 
and elsewhere. The Bellamy Brothers (whose cross-over hits 
include ‘If | Said You Had A Beautiful Body. . .' and ‘Let Your 
Love Flow’) are already booked — and all other names can be 
expected to be announced prior to Christmas. 


Poehek 


RAY LYNAM 
BACK IN LOVE BY MONDAY 
Ritz LP0047 


BACK IN LOVE BY MONDAY: HOLD 
HER IN YOUR HAND: THE MOON IS 
STILL OVER YOUR SHOULDER: 
SPEAK SOFTLY: A BED FOR THE 
NIGHT: VICTIM OF LIFE’S 
CIRCUMSTANCES: FEWER THREADS 
THAN THESE: ROSE IN PARADISE: 
I'LL NEVER GET OVER YOU: MAYBE 
THIS TIME: BEAUTIFUL WOMAN: 
TIME. 


‘Back In Love By Monday’ is class 
country music from one of Irelands 
top male country vocalists, 
combining an excellent selection of 
songs with a smooth, tight backing 
that could easily have come from a 
Nashville studio. 


The surprise of this album for me 
was the beautiful song written by the 
Gibb Brothers, ‘Hold Her In Your 
Hand’ which is one of the best 
ballads that I’ve heard in a long 
while and one that displays Ray's 
vocals at their best. Every track 
well deserves its place here with 
‘Speak Softly’, ‘Fewer Threads 
Than These’ and The Delbert 
McClinton classic ‘Victim Of Lifes 
Circumstances’ being my personal 
highlights. Among the backing 
musicians contributing to this fine 
recording are Phillip Donnelly and 
Adrian Legg on guitar, Kevin 
Sheenan on dobro and John Ryan 
on keyboards; altogether a very 
tasty slice of country music. 


SARAH JORY 
NO TIME AT ALL 
SAR 1005 


WALK THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS: 
SATIN SHEETS: IF YOU NEED A 
LAUGH: FUNNY FACE: PUT ANOTHER 
LOG ON THE FIRE: NO TIME AT ALL: 
OUR HOUSE IS A HOME: ALWAYS 
HAVE, ALWAYS WILL: COWBOY 
LOVING NIGHT: YESTERDAY JUST 
PASSED MY WAY AGAIN. 


This first all vocal cassette from 
Sarah shows a great deal of 
promise and | feel that it won’t be too 
long before this young lady 
achieves the same status as a 
vocalist as she has already attained 
with her steel playing. The only two 
musicians involved with this project 
were Sarah herself and Pete 
Haywood and along with some 
backing vocals from Dick Edwards 
they have turned out a very 
enjoyable and professional product. 


| have always been a sucker for 
female singers and Sarah's 
readings of sentimental songs like 
‘Yesterday Just Passed My Way 
Again’, ‘Always Have, Always Will’ 
and ‘Funny Face’ contain just the 
right amount of emotion to convince 
me that this is where her future 

lies. | don’t consider that ‘Put 
Another Log On The Fire’ is really a 
female type song but this one slight 
disappointment was more than 
compensated by her interpretation 
of ‘Walk The Way The Wind Blows’, 
‘No Time At All’ and ‘If You Need A 
Laugh’. ‘No Time At All’ is yet 
another cassette that will be 
spinning aound my tape deck for 
some time to come. 


SARAH JORY 
DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS 
SAR 1006 


HIGHWAY 40 BLUES: CARELESS HANDS: 
ALMOST PERSUADED: WALTZ ACROSS 
TEXAS: SHIRLEY: DEEP IN THE HEART OF 
TEXAS: THE WALTZ YOU SAVED FOR ME: 
COTTON EYED JOE: SUGAR FOOT RAG: 
BLUE JADE. 


‘Deep In The Heart Of Texas’ is the 
title of this latest Sarah Jory 
Instrumental release as well as 
being the location it was recorded 
at, in Garland, Texas to be precise. 
Although Sarah's stage act is 
moving more towards being an all 
round entertainer, it’s nice to know 
that she still intends to record totally 
instrumental albums like this one. | 
must admit that none of the backing 


@ Tickets will go on sale in November — and there will be a 
variety of packages from individual concert seats, to total 
weekend packages including caravan and car parking. 


@ More information and details are available from Multi-Media 


Services on (0522) 41546. 


musicians names are familiar to me 
but they lay down a solid, 
unobtrusive country backing that 
allows Sarah's steel playing to sing 
out on Tubb’s ‘Waltz Across Texas’ 
and Garland's ‘Sugar Foot Rag’. 


The whole album has a nice easy 
flowing feel to it with a well balanced 
choice of material that succeeded in 
holding my interest the whole way 
through, which isn't often the case 
with instrumental albums. No” 
special favourites here just an 
enjoyable piece of late night 
listening (for me) with the lights 
down low and a drink in hand. 


IMPORT REVIEW 


ERIC BOGLE 
SINGING THE SPIRIT HOME 
Flying Fish FF447 


AN OLD SONG: LIFELINE: SINGING 
THE SPIRIT HOME: TWENTY YEARS 
AGO: ALL THE FINE YOUNG MEN: 
LEAVING THE LAND: AUSTRALIAN 
THROUGH & THROUGH: LANCELOT & 
GUINEVERE: SILO: SHELTER. 


Aussie singer/songwriter Eric 
Bogle successfully straddles the 
folk/country fence and is probably 
best known in the UK for his moving 
‘And The Band Played Waltzing 
Matilda’ a much recorded number 
on the futility of war. This anti-war 
theme is continued on this latest 
album with ‘All The Fine Young 
Men’ and ‘Twenty Years Ago’ as 
well as on ‘Silo’ with its tale of 

the man with the finger on the 
button. A more personal theme of 
freedom is portrayed on ‘Singing 
The Spirit Home’ while on ‘Lancelot 
& Guinevere’ both romance and 
values are given an airing toa 
medieval theme. 


‘Australian Through & Through’ is a 
typical piece of Aussie light-hearted 
sing-a-long that adds a touch of 
light relief to an otherwise though 
provoking album. 


PINTO BENNETT 
BIG IN WINNEMUCCA 
PT Records PTLP 003. 


WOOD AND STEEL: WINNEMUCCA: BAD 
GIRL: FIRST DOOR TO THE WRONG: HARD 
CORE COWBOY: HONKY TONK ASSHOLE: 
TWO WALTZING MICE: DREAM LOVER: WINE 
ME UP: OL’ BLUE: JACK TARR (THE SAILOR). 


Pinto Bennett and the boys have 
their second album on release in the 
space of a few months, as before it's 
a fusion of various styles of country 
music. This immensly likeable 
Idaho ‘cowboy’ is a more than 
useful singer-songwriter, which is 
most notable on side one of this 
recording. Richard Dobson 
provides ‘Wood And Steel’ to start 
things, another fine example of this 
quite brilliant songwriters work, a 
song fitting nicely into Pinto's 
image. . 

The remaining tracks on side one, 
show Pinto as having a hand in 
them. all dealing with the 
experiences of today’s ‘cowboy’. . 
Who likes nothing better than a 
Saturday night in a good ol’ honky 
tonk, no doubt some of these tales 
are from personal experiences. 
‘Bad Girl’, ‘Hard Core Cowboy’ and 
‘Honky Tonk Asshole’ with their 
definitive lyrics and superb backing 
musicians just about the best 
tracks. The Motel Cowboys along 
with a guest or two supply some 
outstanding country picking, 
featuring steel fiddle (whcih gives it 
a western swing feel at times) 
mandolin, dobro and driving g. ‘tar. 


The only time the music disappoints 
is on the final track ‘Jack Tarr’, 
which doesn't suit Pinto’s style of 
vocals, yet the musicians really 
shine, with some fine fiddle and 
mandolin. Another oldie also is 
given the Pinto treatment, ‘Ol’ Blue’. 
which couldn't be faulted is an 
excellent interpretation of an old 
favourite. A must for all Pinto 
admirers, very much looking 
forward to his next release. 


Maurice Hope 
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Dear Editor, 


With reference to Pete Smith’s and 
Pete Coffey’s reviews of Webb 
Wilder and the Beatnecks LP ‘It 
Came From Nashville’ | can fully 
support their enthusiasm having 
bought it in 1986 when it was first 
released and | am very pleased for 
them it is now getting a British 
release. | suggest Pete Coffey gets 
his eyes, ears and beatmobile to 
Bob and Ann Moores Border Cafe 
at the Breedon Bar, Kings Norton, 
Birmingham on the 22nd October 
where they will be live and his 
dreams will be fulfilled and he can 
buy me a pint. 


| enjoyed that man again Coffeys 
Dwight Yoakam/Randy Travis 
comparison and fully agree with 
him. Whilst both have fantastic 
country voices Dwight’s variety 
makes Randy boring when playing 
each of their L.P.'s one after the 
other. 


Just one other thing with regards to 
the last issue concerning Ann 
Carmody’s first part of her 
contribution, | am with you all the 
way girl. What an agreeable mood 
I'm in this month, well who wouldn't 
be after experiencing Honky Tonk 
88 at the Border Cafe over the Bank 
Holiday weekend. As Lore and the 
Legends are planning to come back 
again next Spring, come on Mervyn 
let’s have them at the Festival for a 
30/40 minute spot, what a time the 
BBC TV will have with them. 


All the very best, 


Bernard L. ffrance-aiston, 
Kidlington, 
Oxford. 


OOO 


Dear Editor, 


Via your letters column, | would like 
to say thank you to those readers 
who voted for me in the Country 
Music Round Up International 
Awards. To receive the Country 
Music Presenter Award for the 2nd 
year in succession was a real thrill 
and the responsibility of being 
awarded this prestigious award is 
something | do not take lightly. 


Through the excitement of receiving 
the award | was remiss in not 
acknowledging all the Country 
Music Presenters in the U.K. who do 
so much to promote ‘our type of 
music’. | know they all work so hard 
for very little monetary reward. They 
do it for the love of Country Music. It 


is ashame that only one award can 
be presented. | believe every 
single presenter deserves one. 


Finally, | would like to thank the 
good folks of Plymouth and South 
East Cornwall who have adopted 
this ‘simple little Australian’ as 
their's and a wife who must have so 
much tolerance in not just being 
there when | finally get home from 
the office, but is also the mother of 
the light of my life, Amber Bowles, a 
little girl who must sometimes forget 
what daddy looks like. 


Many thanks, 


Howard Bowles 

Sales Director & 
Country Music Presenter 
Plymouth Sound Radio. 


OOOD 


Dear Editor, 


Please publish the following in your 
nextissue of the Round Up. Toany 
of our fans, or to anyone, who went 
to the Riverside Ballroom, Banks, 
Southport on Saturday the 3rd 
September to hear the band, we 
apologise for not being there. 


Unfortunately the van broke down at 
Brough which made it impossible to 
be there. We would like to add, this 
is the first booking in 5 years that 
we have failed to arrive at, and after 
this experience we hope it never 
happens again. 


To help to make up, if anyone would 
like a list of our booking we will be 
pleased to send one to anyone who 
writes to the address below. 


Yours in country, 


Dave Harris, 

33 Eden Road, 
Newton Aycliffe, 
DL5 5LR 


POC? 


Dear Editor, 


As a great fan and friend of Daniel 
O'Donnell, may | contribute to 
‘Daniel's Dilemma’ for your October 
issue: 


Having followed Daniel around on 
his last tour to every show in my 
area, | found that this young man is 
one of the most talented artists | 
have ever met. He has everything 
going for him, great voice, good 
looks, very pleasant personality, 


SCOTTISH COUNTRY MUSIC FELLOWSHIP 
AWARDS SHOW 1988 | 


Monday 3rd October 1988 
8.00 pm till midnight 
Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Abbeyhill, Edinburgh. 
Show Hosts: Tucson C.M.C. 


Acts Appearing 


| P.T. CHRISTIE * NEBRASKA * ROUTE65 


Tickets £3.00 available from: 
Debbie Hopkins, 115/1 Pennywell Road. Edinburgh. 
Tel: (031) 332 7083 
or Jackie Blair, Countryfied. 10 London Road. Edinburgh. 
Tel: (031) 659 6446 


het 
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to the Editor 


and a way of acting which seems to 
make you feel that he sings just for 
you!. He also seems to have a 
photographic memory, and 
remembers and mentions many of 
his fans during his show. Daniel is 
also very lucky to have the right 
people behind him to exploit his 
talent. : 


Daniel O'Donnell appeals to young 
and old; children adore him, 
teenagers fall for him and older 
people just love him for his songs of 
sentiment. He has been a wonderful 
Ambassador for country music. 
Quite a few time | have heard 
requests for his songs on the radio 
and it has been stated that those 
people, having seen Daniel 
O'Donnell in concert, have taken 
the plunge to visit country music 
clubs and have been going ever 
since. 


His British fan club has many 
hundreds of members, not counting 
his Irish fan club, and itis still 
growing. 


| look forward to Daniel O’Donnell’s 
Autumn tour! 


Hannah Valize, 
Lakeland Drive, 
Frimley, 
Camberley 
Surrey. 


OOoe 


Dear Editors, 


| wonder if anybody has had as 
much bad luck as myself this year 
going to country festivals, the first 
one was the Go Country Festival, 
Barnard Castle. Everything was 
o.k. at the show, but on my way 
home the next day with my caravan 
in tow, the clutch went on my car, | 
ended up with two AA vans to get 
me home; one to tow the car and 
one to tow the caravan. 


Next was Oakerthorpe (open) Drive 
In Festival. There it rained all day, 
except for the last hour when The 
Hillsiders came on (the Gods must 
like them). We had to flash our 
headlights and use our horns every 
time a song was finished. 


Next came the East Durham 
Festival at Seaham with West 
Virginia, Linda Cassady, Stone 
Creek and Cross Country. West 
Virginia came on first, they'd done 
twenty minutes, then the generator 
went and everything was in 
darkness (it was held in a large 
tent). Ten minutes later they got it 
working again. West Viriginia did 
one more song, then Brian Clough 
of Radio Metro said nothing else 
would go wrong and he got Linda 
Cassady on. She had only got 
through her first song and 
everything went into darkness 
again, (| bet Brian will keep his 
mouth shut in future), and they 
could not get it back on anymore. 
Everybody wanted their money 
back, we had to leave our names 
and addresses (but | still have not 
received anything yet). 


The next was Peterborough 
Festival. | had a good time there, 
Ricky Skaggs being the best for me. 


| also enjoyed the Two Hearts, but | 
was disappointed with Tom T. Hall, 
having seen him at Peterborough 
before; maybe he was suffering 
from jetlag. 


Everything wento.k. untilon my way 
home on Tuesday when | lost my 
caravan on the A1 going back north; 
the wind from a passing lorry caught 
it. 


My next festival will be Pontins, 
Hemsby; | will be keeping my 
fingers crossed. 


Yours in country, 


Mr Sidney Carne 
99 Blackfell Road, 
Blackfell, 
Washington, 
Tyne & Wear. 


COCO 


Dear Editors, 


In reference from June Wilson in the 
CMRU from East Anglia. What she 
said about D.J. Cliff Stevens. 


Cliff put himself out every morning 
to put records on for us, he did it for 
nothing as he was not on duty until 6 
o'clock every night, he offered to put 
the records on so we could show 
people how to do the Western 
Dance and Line Dancing. So we 
made it coffee mornings from 11 
o'clock until 12.30; the people were 
very pleased about it as we could 
not show them in the evening with a 
full floor when the bands were on. 


P.S, Thanks to Cliff for making it a 
good week out at Hopton if it was not 
for Cliff it would have been fiasco? 


Yours faithfully, 


Paula and Ron Cheeseman 
Woodside Road, 

Sturry, 

Canterbury. 

Kent. 


OOD 


Dear Editor, 


After listening to Radio 2’s Country 
Club presented by some guy called 
Eddie Grundy | wonder just what 
depth these producers will go to 
undermine and take the micky out of 
country music with its appeal to an 
ever widening audience in the 
1980's. 


Where and how do they find such 
people to devalue our music, its 
diversity, sincerity and friendliness? 


His (Grundy's) remarks of ‘popping 
up every week’, and that ‘Wally’s 
cosy job is better that sitting ona 
tractor’, if carried out, would |, I'm 
certain, see a large drop in listeners 
and if he thinks that he can compere 
like Wally Whyton then he also has 
a big head. 


It is some years since | worked with 
a tractor but nowadays these chaps 
who control huge sophisticated 
machinery would cringe to hear this 
man's stupid comments. It must be 
very disheartening for the excellent 


presenters on the local B.B.C. 
stations to be ignored for an ‘outside 
stand in’, who talked and acted like 
some idiot, and was a discredit to 
country music. 


Perhaps those programme 
controllers of the B.B.C. would take 
the trouble to tune into B.B.C. 
‘Rodeo’ Norfolk each Saturday 

(10 am to 1 pm) and discover how a 
certain presenter has increased his 
audience from a very wide area by 
friendly encouragement to his 
country music fans to participate 
with letters and requests. 


They can tune into V.H.F. 95.1 or 
104.4 or 351m/855 kHz or 344m. 


Regards from 


Jim Crisp, 
Sidegate Lane. 
Ipswich. 


OOOD 


Dear Editors, 


After reading Mr Pimbblet's letter in 
the August CMRU, | feel compelled 
to write in defence of his 
condemnation of lan Ashcroft. 


Firstly lan is a showman and | don’t 
know a better one in the business. 
Secondly, and I'm sure many ardent 
country music enthusiasts will 
agree, thoroughly country 
orientated. 


As for the adverse effect lan’s 
performance has on children | can 
only assume that Mr Pimbblet must 
have a very confused idea of 
obscurity. Speaking personally, | 
have taken my children to 
numerous festivals which have 
featured lan Ashcroft, including 
Pontins, various T.B.L. events 
including The Mill On The Pier and 
he has never offended any of us. 
We incidentally go to these events 
to listen to the music and do not 
dress up in Western Regalia but we 
certainly don’t condemn those who 
do. 


In conclusion may | just say ‘Carry 
on lan, without you Country Music 
Festivals would not be the same’ 
and I'm sure the media will endorse 
this. 


Sincerely, 


Eunice Hoskins 
Castleford 
West Yorkshire 


OOOO 


Dear Editor, 


Contrary to comments made in 
Donal K. O’Boyle’s column 
regarding the ‘Tribute Album’ to Jim 
Reeves by John Greer, it must be 
stated that this recording has 
received much accolade from those 
throughout the country music world, 
who, unlike Mr O'Boyle are experts 
in the field of country music, 
including Mary Reeves Davies 
(Jim's widow). 


It must be stated that there is no 
offence of which we are aware 
taken (or indeed intended) by 
dedicated Jim Reeves fans 
amongst whom the writer includes 
himself. 


itis regrettable that Mr O'Boyle with 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of thal 
condition. 


The Editors 


whom we have discussed his 
article, bases his views on the fact 
that the album in question is not 
being played on Irish ‘Pirate Radio 
Stations’ although we are given to 
understand that certain of these 
pirate stations are in fact playing the 
record on a regular basis. 


May we avail ourselves of this 
opportunity to clarify our position in 
relation to pirate radio stations for 
the benefit of Mr Donal O’Boyle — it 
has remained the policy of Hawk 
Records Ltd. to supply only 
legitimate radio stations and to 
adhere to the Telegraphy Act 1949 
by refusing promotional records or 
material to stations classified as 
‘pirates’, this may explain non pirate 
airplay. 


Finally may we state that at no time 
are we or our artistes adverse to 
criticism provided that such criticism 
is made honestly, based on fact 
rather than fiction, and most 
importantly by someone who knows 
what they are talking about. Itis the 
opinion of the writer that Donal K. 
O'Boyle falls short of all of these 
attributes. 


Subject closed. 


Yours faithfully, 

For Hawk Records Ltd. 
Charlie Tosh 

24 Brerton Crescent, 
Newtownbreda, 
Belfast. 


Continued on next page 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 


about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES ... £12.50 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND ... £15.00 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) ... £16.50 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 
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A big 
“thank you” 


from 


jicine Bow! 


PSNI 

“all those readers who voted us Britain’s most promising 
country act. And we are doing all we can to stay right at the top 
of British Country Music! 


NOW YOU CAN BOOK BRITAIN’S 
MOST PROMISING ACT BY TELEPHONING 
PLYMOUTH (0752) 702458. 
or write to: Medicine Bow, 14, Gorsey Close, 
Plymouth, Devon PL5 3DA. 


Thanks ... 
thanks 


and thanks 


. . . forletting me 
be part of your world 


Most Popular 


BOOK NOW 
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H.OLLDAY-GLUB 


PONTIN’S 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVALS 


Non stop lunchtime and afternoon entertainments, plus the 
Country Music Showcase for up and coming stars. Great 
evening concerts and square dancing daily at each festival. 


Great New Year 
Cavalcade of Country Music 
1988/89 


29th December ’88 - 2nd January ’89 


Prestatyn Sands Holiday Centre, Prestatyn, 
North Wales 


Artistes appearing include: 

John Glenn & Band * Memphis Roots * Emerald * Iona & Andy ¢ 
Madison County * Harvey * Jim Ryder ¢ Ben Rees Band * Jon Derek & 
Country Fever * Tony Goodacre & Sarah * Rogue Band ° 
Campbells Country * West Virginia * Hole in the Wall 


plus many more... 


PONTIN’S COUNTRY WEEKENDS 


This coming Autumn we shali be introducing a whole series of 
weekends of Country Music. 


* Two Reunion Weekends with Campbells Country 
and Friends * 
Seacroft Holiday Village, Nr. Gt. Yarmouth 
21st - 23rd October 1988 
FROM 


Torbay Chalet Hotel, Paignton per 
18th - 20th November 1988 £4 person 


* A Weekend with Campbells Country * 
Torbay Chalet Hotel, Paignton, 
28th - 30th October 1988 


* A Weekend of Western Dancing with Dick and Geneva * 
Barton Hall Chalet Hotel, Torquay, 
4th - 6th November 1988 


* Pontin’s Country Club Weekend - 
“with a touch of olde Mexico” 
Torbay Chalet Hotel, Nr. Paignton 

11th - 13th November 1988 


* A Weekend of Square Dancing with Tone Howard * 
Riviera Chalet Hotel, Weymouth 
25th - 27th November 1988 


* Pontin’s Country Re-union * 
Wick Ferry Holiday Village, Bournemouth 
2nd - 4th December 1988 


* Western Dance Appreciation Society Gala Weekend * 
Sand Bay Chalet Hotel, Weston super Mare 
9th - 11th December 1988 


* Christmas Country Gala * 
Sand Bay Chalet Hotel, Weston super Mare 
16th - 18th December 1988 


SPRINGTIME ’89 COUNTRY FESTIVALS 


Easter Country Festival 1989, 
St. Mary’s Bay Holiday Centre 
23rd March - Ist April 1989 


Springtime Country Festival, 
Prestatyn Sands Holiday Centre, 
North Wales 
29th April - 6th May 1989 


Pe ee ee et Vere 
British Male Vocalist TEL: (0772) 621621 | Please send details of Country Music 
: 
1986 - 87 - 88 or for full details complete the re 1988/89 
coupon and send to | BUNYI EG chera sate crt eone sie eeeslnia paren annie eo Loinue soc 
ee a Holiday Club Pontin’s, hrcA ressracte retro OEE: Re SR 
international Awards PO Box 100, Chorley, 
Lancs. PR7 50Q : Seem e mem ww rere reer reese eeeeeeeeeseseessseeeeeeeeee 
(IPOSKCGGE? aire scons esis cals eee wae iirerseretnetee 
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Letters 
to the Editor 


Dear Editors, 


Having just returned, and not yet 
caught up on sleep from Lyme Park 
Festival | would like to say to all the 
festival organisers what a 
thoroughly enjoyable event this was 
this year. The large ‘luxury’ 
marquee, the excellent music, the 
good sound system, and not least 
the magnificent surroundings, and 
for once cleanliness of the loos and 
marquee, all went towards making 
our weekend complete. Little 
things, like Park Rangers 
patrolling the campsite, (Krugers 
please note!) giving one peace of 
mind and the knowledge that one’s 
possessions were safe all helped 
make things that little more 
enjoyable. Things, obviously 
were not perfect, the queues to go 
in, standing in the cold, were 
ridiculous and unnecessary. The 
length of time to get served in the 
bar are things that can be ironed out 
and my main gripe, as a teetotaller 
was that | spent the whole weekend 
gasping for a cuppa tea as 
nowhere could | buy one .. . during 
the evening shows or without a 
lengthy walk during the daytime. 


As far as the music went every act 
seemed to give their all, the 
highlight of the weekend being the 
truly superb performance of 
‘Medicine Bow’ who | had never 
seen before but can’t wait to see 
again. Never before have | seen 
the very first act on any festival get a 
standing ovation the way they 

did. They were nothing short of 
brilliant. 


We were still ‘high’ from the event 
as we drove home over the 
Pennines, on a long, dark night 
(only to be stopped and questioned 
by the Police as we reached 
Matlock, as apparently they had 
mistaken us for criminals! - that 
soon bought us to earth with a 
bang!) and we shall certainly 
remember that festival as being one 
of the best we have been to and I've 
been to dozens. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jan Stenson 
Gedling 
Nottingham 


OOOO 


Dear Editors, 


Having been a Country Music fan 
for the last 40 years, yes, the Big Bill 
Campbell era, | was shocked - no 
appalled - no disappointed at what | 
saw on ‘Sing Country’ on Friday 
22nd July. Poor Froggie, only one 
number.and that wasn’t his best; 
and for once he looked very 
nervous - (never mind Frog, we 
know you're the best and we still 
love you). BUT and what a big ‘but’ 
that Leon Everette was calling 
himself a country singer, he was an 
absolute disgrace to his 

profession. His voice (well, that's 
as good a word as any) was so poor, 
he had to almost swallow the 
microphone to be heard, so he tried 
to make up for it by prancing round 
the stage like a lovesick gazelle. 


So this is the best of country - the 
showpiece of the year at 

Wembley. Don't blame the BBC. 
they weren't performing only 
recording. but the one thing that 
sickened me more. was to see my 
fellow country fans giving this mana 
standing ovation. Come on folks!. 
how are we ever going to promote 
country music and get some 


converts when we have spectacles 
like this man. and an audience like 
that making spectacles of 
themselves. 


| will now retire to my study. 
reflecting on the ‘stick’ which my 
workmates have given me for being 
acountry music fanatic (yes. they 
saw the show too on TV). I'llnow 
browse through my diary dates to 
see when ‘The Frog’ is performing 
again. so | can join him in A Festival 
Of Fools 


Yours sincerely. 


Peter Lomas 
Leigh 
Lancs 


OOOed 


Dear Editors. 


As dedicated country fans of 73. 
and grandparents to boot. my wife 
Madgie and | feel we have to protest 
vigorously at the vicious attack on 
lan Ashcroft in your August issue. 


As personal friends of lan, and of 
quite a number of British artists who 
work with and respect him. we feel 
that your correspondent does 
appear to be a bit of a nut himself 


If he lives in Lancashire and hasn't 
seen lan Ashcroft before. we 
suggest he doesn't get involved in 
the country scene very much. If he 
is worried about his grandson's 
morals. we would inform him that 
lan’s wife and two young daughters 
saw the show and there is no way 
that. as a family man. would do 
anything to hurt or shock them 


Our prudish friend should have 
been at Lyme Park festival this 
weekend where Bob McKinlay 
expressed his disgust at the letter. 
and Ray Froggatt publicly consoled 
lan (who was quite distressed) on 
stage. We hope that if your letter 
writer wishes to protect his young 
family he has a job on his hands as 
TV. video. and even modern comic 
strips can go over the top. So long 
as he leaves genuine and dedicated 
artists to do their own thing for our 
entertainment and pleasure, we'll 
be grateful 


Thanks for a very informative and 
educational paper. Keep itup. We 
know your job isn't easy 


Yours sincerely, 


Madgie & Albert Ody, 
Wolvercote, 
Oxford. 


oe 


Dear Editor, 


There have been some diverse 
opinions expressed through your 
columns recently regarding the 
supposed artistry of a disc jockey 
named, lan Ashcroft. While some 
people find him to be offensively 
vulgar, Tony Best writes about him in 
glowing terms. 


Tattended a country music show 
with my wife and two daughters, lan 


_ Ashcroft played some records — 


the contents of which were crude — 
and made many digusting gestures. 
To say that we were embarassed 
would be a gross understatement 
and | vowed never again to be 
present at the same show as that 
record player. 


Any person who resorts to wearing 
an apron and an American style 


cap, both displaying artificial male 
genitalia, must, - in the words of 
Tony Best - be a ‘unique’ 
entertainer. 


Amongst those same columns was 
a letter from Jean Jones, explaining 
how she and three other fans, drew 
great satisfaction from sitting in the 
damp while watching a country 
show. 


She proclaimed on behalf of all 
country music fans that ‘we can get 
by’ without all those American 
names. | doubt whether she would 
be pleased to foot the bill for that 
particular show at Shepton Mallett. 


It is essential to have American 
artists at festivals, to enable the 
record buying fans the opportunity 
to see their idols actually on stage, 
to be able to make comparisons 
with other artists, but more 
importantly, to sell tickets. 


| have seen many British artists at 
various shows and festivals for the 
entertainment, possibly to gain 
some inspiration, but more than 
anything else, through sheer 
admiration for the artistic ability of 
some American stars. 


The Kruger organisation ploughed 
a lot of money into the 
Peterborough festival which saved 
it from becoming extinct and they 
have my heartfelt thanks for that. 
They had implicit faith in the British 
country music fans, their expertise 
and sterling efforts were rewarded 
with well deserved success in the 
following years. 


Despite reading the article 
suggesting 1988 could see the last 
of the Peterborough festivals, | hope 
their organisation goes from 
strength to strength. Whichever 
way the cookie crumbles, | thank 
them for past years and those 
American names they have brought 
to these shores doing nationwide 
tours. 


Thank you for allowing me the 
space to air my personal views and 
for providing me with some great 
reading material within the pages of 
‘Round Up’. 


Gratefully yours, 


Lawrence Johnson 
57 Steven Street 
Great Boughton 
Chester 


Eds Comments: There have been a good 
many letters submitted to CMRU in defence 
of lan Ashcroft’s public performance’s, 
however as practically all of them came 
without any identifiable address. Inline with 
longterm policy we have declined to publish 
them... although we will keep them on file for 
cross reference should the originators care 
to be identified. 


GOO? 


Dear Editors, 


So often lately! see a first class 
show at a good country music 
venue and find there is no-one to 
report the successful event for the 
club or the act on stage, | guess the 
reporters can't be everywhere! 


Quite by chance while visiting 
Barnsley | discovered that Jim 
Ryder was appearing at the 
Welcome CMC in Hoyland. | felt | 
had to go - nothing could have 
kept me away after witnessing the 
success of this young man at ° 
Tenby Music Festival in May 
Tony Best was on stage when he 
acknowledged that Jim had had 
the biggest reception and the 
most encores of any other act at 
the Festival. | agreed with him 
entirely. 


4 
The Welcome Inn lived up to its 
name ‘Welcome’. It was very plush 
with a big stage and a dance floor 
andhadalargecrowdin. Acopy of 
C.M.R.U. was even available. 


Jim himself was just great, | have 
never heard such a variety of music 
from a solo performer. He 
obviously likes Bobby Bare and 
‘Froggie’ songs (me too) and his 
version of ‘The Old Upright Piano’, 


which | think he said was a Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band song, gave me a 
lump in my throat. 


| will certainly go along and see Jim 
Ryder next time he is in my area (I 
think | would travel to Wrexham) 
and | was thrilled to see that he was 
a finalist in the International 
Awards. He deserves it. 


Yours sincerely, 


S. Daynes, 
Sleaford, 
Lincs 


OOOD 


Dear Editor, 


We feel we must reply to the 
statements made by Pete Griffin in 
his column of the September issue, 
regarding the non-appearance of 
Raymond Froggatt at our Festival. 


There was no uproar or bitterness at 
the Wrangle Festival - there was 
disappointment. 


We the organisers accepted first, 
the artist management decision, 
three weeks prior to the event, that 
they would not fulfil the booking for 
both halves of the show. 


Then they arrived three quarters of 
an hour late - too late to set up. 
Then to the great surprise, 
especially to those fans who had 
just been chatting with them and 
less than an hour before they were 
due on stage, came the sudden 
announcement that Raymond 
Froggatt was too ill to perform and 
they were taking him to the nearest 
hospital. Concerned fans went 
immediately to enquire but he was 
not there. 


These decisions were accepted but 
the offer of the band to appear on 
their own was refused on principal - 
it was Raymond Froggatt who was 
booked 


‘The Show must go on’ and all the 
other artistes rallied and carried the 
festival through superbly and are 
warmly thanked by us 


The Committee of the Wrangle 
Country Music Club. 


de eb 


Dear Editors. 


We are in the process of starting a 
fan club for the Derbyshire based 
‘Bandwaggon trio and hope that 
many of the people who have 
shown an interest in the trio in 
recent months will be in touch with 
us 


On behalf of Molly. Tony and Clive. 
may we thank all those who voted 
Bandwaggon in the CMRU 
International Awards. Molly would 
also like to express her sincere 
thanks to all those who showed 
concern (with phone calls. cards 
and flowers) after their recent car 
accident 


The good news is that she is wellon 
the road to recovery and already 
back with avengeance! 


Back to the fan club: for details drop 


us aline 
Bandwaggon Fan Club, 
42. Dannah Street. 
Ripley 
Derbyshire 
DE5 3BD 


We are really looking forward to 
hearing from you all. so grab a pen 
and paper and ‘Get Onto The 
Bandwaqgon 


Thanks again for all the support that 
the band have received in the past 
months - it hasn't gone unnoticed! 


Yours sincerely. 


Em O Callaghan and Blue 


PMTEDNATIANA! 


In aslick 58 minute set full of star studded artist and popular 
personality appearances, the ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
1988 International Awards took place in front of some 2,000 
ticket holders, who showed great enthusiasm as the 16 
Awards were handed out by the Magazine’s Publishing 
Editors Colin and Pat Kettle. 


Despite a late technical problem which eliminated the 
inclusion of several video filmed extracts, the telephone 
acceptance messages from the artists, not present were 
obviously appreciated by the fans and emphasised the 
artists delight in gaining UK public recognition. 


Established in the mid 70’s the annual International Awards 
is the largest Country Music Public Opinion Awards outside 
of the U.S.A... . andis sponsored annually by the 
‘Country Music Round Up’ . . Europe’s biggest selling 
country music consumer publication, with the 2 part poll 
conducted through Independent Auditors. 


The results in each category were announced for the 1988 
Most Popular Acts as follows. 


British Male Vocalist: 
RAYMOND FROGGATT. 


International Male Vocalist: 
RANDY TRAVIS 
Collected by Deidre Allen, 
International Co-ordinator, Warner Brothers. 


British Female Vocalist: 
PHILOMENA BEGLEY. 


International Female Vocalist: 
NANCI GRIFFITH 
Collected by Maureen Kealy, 
MCA Records, (Marketing). 


British Duo: 
JOLENE & BARRY 
Collected by Helen MacPherson 
(DJ Moray Firth Radio). 


International Duo: 
THE JUDDS 
Collected by Tony Byworth 
(Artist, British Press & P.R.) 


British Trio: 
MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
Collected by Doug Glennie, Peterhead CMC. 


International Trio: 
THE MOODY BROTHERS. 


British Group: 
COLORADO. 


International Group: 
HIGHWAY 101 
Collected by Deidre Allen. 
W.E.A. Records 


British Most Promising Act: 
MEDICINE BOW 
presented at the Flight Refuelling CMC Dorset on the night. 


International Most Promising Act: 
SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 
Collected by Tony Byworth 


British Album: 
‘EXCLUSIVE’, COLORADO (TRIM TOP RECORDS). 


International Album: 
‘ALWAYS & FOREVER’, RANDY TRAVIS 
(Warner Bros/W.E.A. Ltd) 
Collected by Deidre Allen. 


Local Radio Country DJ: 
HOWARD BOWLES (Plymouth Sound). 


Publisher's Award: 
MICHAEL CLERKIN 
M.D. Ritz Records Ltd 
for his achievements with Daniel O’Donnell. 


Medicine Bow announced by Dave Dudley (Picture 11) 
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@ Round-Up’s various contributors who cover the different shows 
have always enjoyed the Peterborough Country Music Festival, not 
only for the excellent variety of music that is on offer, but also 
because of the crack of meeting old friends who generally live miles 
away and cover different areas of the country. Normally we like to 
relay the enjoyment in a little section called the Peterborough Crack 
... this year, sad to say, the ‘crack’ seems to have developed into a 
split with promoters Jeffrey and Howard Kruger making no secret of 
the fact that they plan to depart from Peterborough. 


@ Over the course of the festival | spoke to Jeff Kruger on the subject and he 
explained that last year he pulled all the stops out and presented really top 
household names like Kris Kristofferson and Johnny Cash ina festival that was 
generally accepted as being one of the best ever presented outside of the 
States. 


@ He wenton to say that the August Bank Holiday is the most expensive time 
of the year to get the really big names to appear in Europe because it clashes 
with the American state fairs when they earn tremendous money by appearing 
at these huge open-air shows and the only way that he can do this is to arrange 
a European tour back-to-back with the festival and that is the gamble he took 
last year. 

@ Certainly because of the star names the festival (and the city) got 
tremendous publicity on major TV and Radio Programmes and plenty of 
coverage in National and International Newspapers yet despite this coverage 
he felt he did not get the sort of whole-hearted support from the local council 
that should have been forthcoming. 


@ The Krugers wanted to go on to develop the festival into one that would 
attract a major commercial sponsor and one that would bring national and 
international TV coverage, to do that an event promoter needs to know ithas a 
permanent home plus enough good local support to achieve its objectives. 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


ae Lee Williams, Marie Lester, Jeffrey Kruger and Mark Moseley 
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@ Peterborough itself is not a major tourist attraction and the benefits to the 
city is not just publicity, as every hotel/boarding and guest house is usually 
sold out on the weekend of the festival, the local restaurants do good business 
and the shopping malls always attract plenty of visiting enthusiasts dressed in 
western gear so it seems strange to me that they have been reluctant to help 
the Peterborough festival continue . . However, not surprisingly the Kruger’s 
have been approached by other cities keen tc stage their event and he has 
assured CMRU that although it may not be at Peterborough next year he WILL 
be presenting a major INTERNATIONAL country music festival over the August 
Bank Holiday somewhere. 


@ One venue under consideration is Battersea in London where they have a 
huge marquee that has been used for prestigious classical events and would 
be popular with European fans because it is in London. It has another long- 
term advantage in that the old power station is due to be turned into a theme 
park. But it would be sad if another of our major music festivals ended up in 
London. We will of course be compensated by the massive new Spring Bank 
Holiday Tourism event that will take place for the first time next May 27th, 28th 
and 29th at Grantham, nevertheless since we have been used to going to 
Peterborough for nearly a decade now and country music fans have probably 
been the biggest force to visit the city since the days when the Romans came, 
So it will be the city’s loss if this major event does find another home. 


@ My final question to Jeff Kruger was ‘Had he run the festival down this year’ 
(because the bill was not so strong and there was no outside attraction arena). 
He assured me that was not so. He also claimed they had now sorted out the 
camping problem, having arranged it right on the site (and in sight of security) 
behind the marquee. The reason he did not have so many of the super stars 
was people like Don Williams, Tammy Wynette, Glen Campbell and Johnny 
Cash, etc had already done individual UK tours in '88. 


Things we noticed this year 


@ Many fans are probably not aware that Tommy Overstreet, who gained such 
a good reception on the Saturday matinee show appeared against all medical 
advice and ended up in hospital almost immediately after the show. On behalf 
of each of us who saw him perform | would like to wish him a speedy and full 
recovery .. . Backed on stage by the Lindsey St John Band. It was exactly a 
year ago that Hickory Lake disbanded and out of their ashes has arisen this 
new one so | guess it was appropriate that the opening number was ‘Ashes Of 
Love’! 


@ This year Raymond Froggatt was featured in two shows and had a great 
reception on both occasions. It is obvious that the British country audience 
has kissed this Frog (warts and all!) and turned him into the prince of British 
songwriters and performers and they have certainly let the genie out of the 
bottle even if at times to some he seems intent on putting the bottle back inthe 
genie! 


@ Let us hope that having made it much easier for British country acts to 
present original songs the dear boy goes on to bigger and better venues and 
more success and in so doing encourages the other British acts to keep trying! 


@ Question: What do you get if you cross Liverpool with Nashville (no, nota 
football song that says Y'all come to Wemley agin!), you get Marie Lester and 
Mark Moseley who have got to go down as one of the successes of this year's 
festival. 


@ Wherever the Krugers have their festival next year | hope they will do away 
with the rule that once you enter the marquee you cannot leave again. Ata 
festival there will always be acts that certain people do not like and most 
people use that time as an opportunity to visit the trade stands, use the toilets, 
get a drink, get a bite to eat or talk to friends. Itis better they do this outside. 


@ The editor said cut it short but | cannot go without mentioning Fox On The 
Run. ..no, not the song sung by Tom T. Hall and the Good Brothers to mention 
only a couple. | mean Samantha Fox running across the festival site! It was 
the only time this year the outside events really had any bounce! 
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Mick Green continues 


his travels and goes... 


When I hear the words of the song ‘Honky Tonkin” sung in the raw 
tones of Delbert McClinton or Joe Sun | am aware that there is a whole 
new generation even following them, cutting their musical teeth in the 
often rough, tough atmosphere of the honky tonks. Following the 


tradition of Hank Williams, Lefty Frizzell, Ernest Tubb, Bob Wills, 


George Jones and so many more. 


oo @ The honky tonk may be an endangered species 
BS but they are still to be found in different guises in 
Bo Texas. Some large, some small; some open every 
st night of the week, some only one night; some with 
Bo full bar facilities, some with beer and wine coolers 
® only; some with only local bands, some with 

BS superstars. 
Bc 

BS 

st 

De 
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@ They are as important to country music as the old 
music halls were to variety and if they are allowed to 
die then country music will suffer because it is 
somewhere that the new acts can learn their craft 
and try out their original songs. If you can make it in 
a Texas honky tonk you can make it anywhere. 


@ The small bands are expected to play long hours, 
often SIX 45 minutes each night and are expected to 
know the old classics and every song currently 
charting and they are expected to be able to play for 
dancing because that is what the honky tonks are all 
about. . . places where men and women can meet, 
have a few drinks, whoop it up, play pool, possibly 
ride the mechanical bull, watch the bull riding, listen 
to the disco, hit the punch ball, jugga lug another 
one... and, hey, is that a band on stage? 

Let's dance! 


@ If you wanna play in Texas you may be able to get 
away without a fiddle in the band but you will 
certainly need a lot of stamina and endurance 

: because there is a lot of competition to get the 

: crowd's attention! 


@ But the honky tonks do exist as | say and they are 
usually very rewarding to visit so I'll mention a few 
that are very certainly alive and (shit) kicking in 
1988. 


@ |'ll start with Houston for two reasons: It is the 
easiest international airport to book to from Britain 
and | still find Continental Airlines the best way to 
travel. They are currently doing a total package 
called The Texas Ranger which includes car hire 
and motel rooms booked in various cities. Or you 
can just go fly/drive and book your own 
accommodation. In this case they will hire the car 
through Alamo, again a company we have used on 
at least six occasions now and one we have nothing 
but praise for. 


@ The second reason | start in Houston is that 
Gilley's is just a few miles down the road. Despite 
the rumours, talk of its death are greatly 
exaggerated, as they say, for this is the most 
famous honky tonk of all following the film Urban 
Cowboy more than a decade ago. 


@ Mickey Gilley may have had his differences with 
Sherwood Cryer (the owner) but while we were there 
this June they were still presenting top stars, the 
radio programmes were still going out live and it 
appeared to be ‘business as usual’ as far as the fans 
were concerned . . . and all those things you saw in 
the film or read about in reviews are still going on — 
including the outside rodeo ring. | will not repeat 
them again because they have been chronicled so 
many times. 


It’s Gruene in the country! 


The name is Gruene Hall but it’s pronounced ‘Green’ 
and is a German settlement area and claims to be 
the oldest honky tonk in Texas and if you want to 
know what it looks like it is pictured on an album of 
Clay Baker and the Texas Honky Tonk Band 
because along with other Texas acts, like Joe Ely 
and Jerry Walker, it is one of the places they play 
regularly. 


@ It opens Thursdays through Saturday but check 

in the local paper San Antonio Light which has a 
section with information about all entertainment in 
the area. Saturday night is the time for the bigger 
Stars and they play on a stage in the main hall, on the 
other evenings local bands set up in the bar. 


@ The town itself actually laid dormant for about 
30 years but the honky tonk was reopened about 

10 years ago and attracts the real cowboys, not your 
urban ones. The building looks about as shaky as a 
boxer that has just been hit by Tyson and the 
original old adverts are on the wall. There is no 
glass in the windows, just mesh, and they are 
boarded up in bad weather. There are gaps in the 
planks of the building and there are long wooden 
tables with long wooden stools in the dance hall 
where the floor is about as level as the Rockies! 


@ They sometimes have other entertainment 
outside by the grist mill and in the garden of the 
honky tonk there is horse shoe throwing, a 
basketball net and trestle tables. 


@ As|said earlier a lot of these places do not sell 
spirits and have what are known as ‘set ups’. . . you 
buy beer and mixers from the bar but bring your own 
Spirits in a brown paper bag. Gruene is one of 
those. 


@ Because it is difficult to find | will give you 
directions of this unique place. Leave San Antonio 
on Interstate 35 towards Austin and take exit 189 
sign-posted Highway 46, take Gruene exit and at 
T-junction turn right and it’s about 2 miles — you will 
not see any signs or advertising. 


Crider’s . . . a Texas Hill country 
tradition 


@ Ifthe previous honky tonk looked as if it could fall 
down, this place goes one better and has.no 

building at all! Just a concrete dance hall with a tree 
in the middle of it right on the banks of the 
Guadalupe. But rest assured that Saturday night at 
Crider's is real home town Texas. 


@ It opens May through September on Saturdays 
only, there is a small bar/store adjoining where you 
can buy beer and wine coolers but bring your own 
spirits. A real rodeo takes place next to the dance 
hall and the band does not start playing until the 
rodeo ends, although it is mainly local bands, in the 
past they have featured such stars as Willie Nelson. 


@ Back in 1952 when it first opened they danced 
waltzes, the two-step and the Cotton Eyed Joe... 
they still dance them and other traditional dances 
and very little else has changed as well! But that is 
the charm of finding a traditional place like Crider's 
which you get to via Kerrville on to Hunt and it is 
about three miles on. Ask anyone in the area... 
after all they've been going there for more than 60 
years! 

@ The small town of Bandera has made itself 
famous by claiming to be the cowboy capital of the 
world and the whole area is surrounded by dude 
ranches but what is surprising is that the small main 
street can boast TWO honky tonks. 


@ The smaller one is Arkey Blue's Silver Dollar Club 
and has been run by Arkey Blue for more than 20 
years. Arkey is basically a country music act with 
many record releases and he also appeared ina 
couple of movies. His song ‘Daddy's Sick Again’ 
was featured in the ‘Texas Chainsaw Massacre’ and 
a lot of the film ‘Race With The Devil’ was shot in the 
club. 


[ 


'— Alvin Crow at Broken Spoke 


Marcia Ball at Raven's (Austin) 


@ The small dance floor is covered in sawdust 
which Arkey insists isn't sawdust but ‘last night's 
furniture!’ The walls are covered with awards and 
signed photographs mixed in with hunting trophies 
and apparently one of his hobbies is to hunt Russian 
boar hogs with his friends Hank Williams Jnr and 
Johnny Cash. 


@ The bar is open every day but there is usually 
only live music on Friday and Saturday evenings. 


@ Just up the road on the opposite side is what was 
the original honky tonk and recently has been 
completely refurbished with a superb oak dance 
floor and the front of the dance hall being turned into 
a steak house that is open every day. 


@ Way back in the past all the great names of 
country music played there: Jim Reeves, Ernest 
Tubb, Hank Williams, Hank Thompson, Faron Young 
and even young Willie Nelson was in the house band 
in the early 60's. 


@ Now they feature local bands playing every 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday and on Wednesday 
evening they have a dance for those people staying 
at the local dude ranches. 


@ Bandera is about 50 miles from San Antonio and 
Clearly sign-posted from interstates 10 or 35. 


Making the capitol suit the 
cowboy 


@ Austin is the capitol of Texas and it is famous for 
it's Austin City Limits and its pickers but sadly 
seems a bit thin on the ground as far as honky tonks 
are concerned. There are plenty of clubs featuring 
all kinds of music down 6th Street (Pecan) but these 
change regularly and probably the nearest to a 
honky tonk is Raven's where they seem to have 
moved from the garden setting indoors and also 
seem to be in the process of extending. 


@ For further information of what's on in the Austin 
American-Statesman Nightlife section is excellent 
but one country tradition you shouldn't miss is out 
on 3201 South Lamar and is called the Broken 
Spoke. 


@ The car park is just unmade ground, the building 
has seen better days and when a hole appears in the 
roof they just stick another bit of corrugated 
sheeting on the inside, the toilets are a monument to 
days gone by but the welcome is as warm as you'll 
find anywhere and the atmosphere as authentic as 
any you'll find. 


@ These are just country fans out to dance and 
enjoy themselves and they don’t care if the floor is 
bumpy and the building may lean a bit and the tables 
tilt the other way and as the owner is proud to 

say: ‘We may not be posh but we sure are country!’ 


@ And with the likes of Alvin Crow and the Pleasant 
Valley Boys playing there regularly you had better 
believe it. 


@ There is a separate bar without having to go into 
the dance hall and unlike many of the family 
establishments it has a full licence and also serves 
food. 


Honky Tonkin’ 


@ The Bluebonnet Palace is without doubt one of 
the top and most successful honky tonks in Texas. It 
is situated on interstate 35 at Selma and regularly at 
weekends puts on some of the biggest names in 
country music and usually these double headers 
also have live bull riding in the intermission! 


@ Ithas been established now for 10 years and the 
owners are careful not to over extend themselves 
making the improvements slowly. Currently they 
can hold around 3000 and they are often full for the 
big names. 


@ There is a full licence but you go to the bar to get 
your drinks as they do not have waitresses as at 
other larger establishments. There is hot food 
available and plenty of souvenirs including 
excellent silk jackets. The live bull riding takes 
place every Friday and Saturday evening ina 
separate enclosure inside the hall and there is 
another separate bar inside where a disco takes 
place at the same time as the live entertainment. 


@ According to the Johns brothers who own the 
place Steve Warriner and Moe Bandy are two of the 
most popular acts as far as the dancers are 
concerned and the huge dance hall is usually full. 


Worth the trip! 


@ |'ve mentioned it before but | think Fort Worth is 
an absolute must for country music fans and | 

repeat the advice | also gave earlier, if you're looking 
for somewhere to stay that can advise you about 
what's on in the area look up Larry Schultz and 
Richard York at the Quality Inn, 4201 South Freeway, 
these good ol’ boys run a nice motel and tell it like it 
is regarding the clubs. 


@ Billy Bobs’ is currently shut but Fort Worth is still 


worth the trip and by the time you read this it may : 
well be open again because talks were going on this Be 
summer. Bd 


@ The White Elephant is always good value and has 
an inside and an outside venue at the same address 
in The Stockyards. Full licence and you can either 
go to the bar or use the waitress service. You can 
dance or just listen and it is a really nice place. 


@ When looking through the local paper be careful 
because although there are more than 30 clubs 
specialising in country a lot of them are discos. The 
Stockyards has it’s own Longhorn and another one 
that we visited is the Rodeo Exchange which has a 
lot of good live acts and seems to draws a younger 
crowd. But seriously get that Quality advice to find 
out what is currently happening. 


Longhorn still roping ‘em in 


@ The Longhorn Ballroom is situated in Dallas and 
quite hard to find but well worth the effort as it has 
now been completely refurbished and is one of the 
nicest honky tonks we have been in. 


@ A famous old dance hall that Bob Wills had an 
office in for years and that used to be a place where 
you had to have ‘set ups’ but part of the new deal is 
full bar service and also waitress service. 


@ The stage is huge and has not only room for the 
largest band but also has a pick up truck all lit up on 
stage as well. In addition there are two huge video 
screens — one either side so everyone can have a 
close-up of what is going on. 


@ The dance floor is excellent and generally the 
whole layout is very nice. The club is suffering a 
little bit due to losing customers while the 
changeover was taking place but they have now got 
their prices to an acceptable level and have some 
really first class entertainment laid on for most 
weekends when acts like Charlie Daniels is 
expected to fill this 2000-plus seater once again. 


Conclusion 


@ |t would be impossible to compile an accurate, 
definitive list of honky tonks in Texas but these are 
some | feel sure are worth a visit in cities (or 
adjacent areas) | think are a must on any country 
music fan's schedule. So slip into those jeans, pull 
on those Justin boots, jugga lug a few longnecks 
and join the locals! 
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@ Around 35 years ago a young lorry 
driver walked into a recording studio in 
Memphis and made a one-off 
recording of two songs for his mother 
on her birthday. Whatever happened 
to that recording no one knows and if 
anyone ever finds it, it will be worth a 
fortune for that young man, of course. 
was Elvis Presley and he was to be a 
major force in altering the course of 
popular music and the most successful 
recording artist the world has ever 
known. 


@ The recording studio was Sam 
Phillips’ Sun Studio, 706 Union 
Avenue, Memphis, and the story goes 
that after Elvis recorded the ‘Special’ 
for his mother Sam was looking for a 


white man who could sing the black 
population's music in a special way 
and the secretary who had heard Elvis 
sing suggested him. Elvis was 
eventually found and asked to sing 
some songs but these did not work out 
but at the end of the session they left 
the tape running and the band recorded 
‘That's Alright Mama’... and the rest, 
as they say, is history!... But, Sam 
Phillips recorded more stars than 
Elvis, including the young Johnny 
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Roy Orbison. 
Carl Perkins, Charlie Rich plus many 
others, also made their early 
tecordings there but as the work 
expanded Phillips moved to bigger 
premises and handed the lease back. 


@ The back of the studio was just 
sealed off and the front office was used 
for various things over the years 
including a barber's shop until 
someone realised that the back 
recording studio part was exactly the 
same as it had always been in those 
heady days and decided to open it once 
again as a recording studio. plus a 
tourist attraction. 


@ State of the art multi-track 
equipment was acquired and during 
the day time visitors can hear an audio 
account of the old days about how the 
live sessions were recorded, they can 


study the photographs on the wall, hear 


or just part of history turned tourist Dave have visited and Mike Harding 


snatches of early recordings and stand 
in the exact place where the stars 
stood. Many of the original 


@ In the evening the building 
becomes a commercial studio once 


have half an hour of recording time. 
and put down your own lead vocals. 
onto professionally recorded music 


attraction, because the currently 
famous pop group U2 have recorded 
there. as has Ringo Starr. Many others 


covered the studio forthe BBC. Soitis 
an excellent visit for anyone interested 
in music whether it be country. rock or 


instruments too are now on show... again and for under fifty dollars you tracks. The studio is not just a novelty over the past few months, Chas ‘n’ pop! 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 


If you are already asubscriber 
and due for renewal you will 
also be eligible. 


wee 


September 1988 
CO) f OQOOO New Subscriber 
Free Draw Winner 
O But don’t waste time, your Wie Teo 
subscription must be with Rockmount Avenue 
THIS MONTH us by the first of next month pease 
lasgow 
SUBSCRIBERS OO000 
Ash i 
CAN WIN THIS Miss McColl wll receive 
SUPER For the subscription rates Gary Facet album 
see elsewhere in this 


COUNTRY ALBUM 


publication. 
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The Other 
Travellers 
Tale... 


@Jim Silverthorn tells us John & 
Angela from Bristol, after paying 
a visit to the Beer Tent at the 
Peterborough Festival, left, 
each thinking the other was 
carrying the bag with approx 
150 albums in it - after a quick 
rerun they arrived to find them 
being handed over the bar....... 
by a gypsy. 


KKK 


WARNING TO 
BANDS 


carefully quizzing us earlier in 
Middlesborough Cycling Club the evening finding out about it). 
don’t park overnight anywhere @ The steward was a nice man, 
near. we should have taken note of 
his words. ‘I don’t care if the 
compere said you could park 
there, I’m the steward in this 
Club and you'll have to move’. 
Well we did but unfortunately it 
was only 100 yards. Oh well 
another area crossed of the list. 
Dave Sherriff and Nicki 

Clarke Duo 


@ When playing at 


@ We slept in our bus and the 
van alongside was smashed 
into. (Both side-windows). 


@ All stageclothes and a 
mandolin was taken even 
though they/he/it tried very 
hard to get my guitar, (after very 
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SUN VISOR 1:0 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. (Visor Offer). 
286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct) LINCOLN LN2 1AL 


B. AL bk 4 Ru. 0. M 
PRESENTS 7.00 TO 12.00 MIDNIGHT 


SATURDAY, 29th OCTOBER 1988 


Canada’s finest 


BRIAN SKLAR + 


PRAIRIE FIRE BAND 


@ The largest potential UK audience 
for country music must belong to BBC 
Radio 2's Country Club. So when 
young Wally goes to dip his toes in the 
tide, the new man at the helm Mick 
Brraclough falls outs of his tree with 
delight! 


@ We, the great potential listening 
audience expect some good things for 
our licence money, part of TV aside. 
Albeit that Nick's choice of country 
seemed a little dated in recent shows 
perhaps with Ollie Beak’s mentor away 
he would change . . he did, (not 

half). Super Guest Eddie Grundy, a 
fictional ‘Country Character’, from 
Wally's good o'l arches, an everyday 
story of simple folk. 


@ Eddie Grundy who appeared on his 
latest (only ?) single sleeve ina 
Stetson with cowhorns on it and a 
smock with a backup singer called 
Clarrie stretched credibility to its limit 
and his choice of music would not have 
even made a decent programme on a 
cottage hospital radio scheduled for 
closure! 


@ Demon Nick's next pain was young 
Daniel O'Donnell. Good performer he 
may be, Radio presenter he ain't. A 
typical link ‘I just happen to have 

to hand Philomena Begley’s 25 years 
in business album, there are some 
great songs on it like Blah ti Blah etc’. 
Come on Nick . . Phil and Daniel are 
both on the Ritz label so that was 
pure commercial HYPE and done 
dreadfully... 


@ Then we had that genial Scot. 
sounding more like Jimmy Shand. 
Gerry Ford seizing quietly upon the 
opportunity to plug his own album's on 
Trim Top label throughout the next 
hour, and manifestly ignoring anything 
recorded after 1978 unless it came in 
the abive category. Welcome back 
Wally, yes we did miss you! 

Love from the friends of: 


Steve. Dwight. Nanci. k.d.. K.T. 
Roadcrew. 


+- 
FRANK JENNINGS SYNDICATE 


With Special Guest 
BOBBY BRIDGER from Texas 


Resident Compere: LARRY ADAMS, BBC Radio Kent 
playing all the latest releases on the Country Scene 


Forthcoming Attraction, 26/27 November: ALBERT LEE + Guests 


OPEN ALL HOURS. 24 HR CREDITCARD O1 379 4444. BKG FEE 


AT THE DOWNHAM TAVERN, DOWNHAM WAY, BROMLEY. BOX OFFICE: 01 695 5099 


INFORMATION: 01 698 6507/695 5097 


BUSES: 36B, 124, 141 & N85 == GROVE PARK 
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Me 


Wishes to thank 
EVERYONE 
who voted her 


NO. 1. MOST POPULAR BRITISH 
FEMALE VOCALIST 1987/88 
in the 
‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International Awards 


Scottish Tour Commences: 


Friday 30th September Hilltop Hotel, Carlisle 
Saturday 1st October Portpatrick Public Hall 
Sunday 2nd October Usher Hall, Edinburgh 
Monday 3rd October City Hall, Perth 

Tuesday 4th October Cairt Hall, Dundee 
Wednesday 5th October Town Hall, Troon 
Thursday 6th October City Hall, Glasgow 

Friday 7th October Town Hall, Falkirk 
Saturday 8th October Capitol Theatre, Aberdeen 
Sunday 9th October Corran Hall, Oban 


All enquiries to: 
Lakeside Promotions Ltd, 8 Forthill Road, Enneskillen 
Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland...BT74 6AW 
Telephone: (0365) 23238/23225 


New L.P. ‘Silver Anniversary Album’ 
(No. Ritz LP0046) 


MANSON GRANT 


AND THE 


DYNAMOS 


Wish to thank everyone who 
voted us 


MOST POPULAR TRIO 


FOR 1988 
in the 


INTERNATIONAL 
COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS 
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@ Whether it’s old Jone’s Colpor of The Blues or Marty’s Singing the 
Blues, this months problem sees us in our blue period — So unlike 
Marvin Rainwater who’s Gonna Find A Bluebird you have to take Hag’s 
advice on those Working Man Blues and search out the singers of the 
blue songs (in the nicest sense) and match them against the titles listed 
below? Remember it’s up down or across either way or diagonally to find 


them. 
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The titles to make you grab those 
‘Bay Rum Blues’ are:- 


1. Blue Blue Day. 
Blue Eyes Crying In The Rain. 
Misty Blue. 
Don't It Make Your Brown Eyes Blue. 
Blue Canadian Rockies. 
Blue Eyes Elaine. 
Blue Moon Of Kentucky. 
Faded Coat Of Blue. 
I'm Thinking Tonight Of My Blue Eyes. 
Your Lying Blue Eyes. 
Rednecks White Socks And Blue Ribbon 
Beer. 
Too Blue To Cry. 
Lovesick Blues. 
Blue Mexico Skies. 
Blue Moon With A Heartache. 
Crazy Blue Eyes. 
Where The Blue And The Lonely Go. 
I'm Already Blue. 
Baby’s Got Her Blue Jeans On. 
. How Blue. 


SO NOL SOS TO 
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1. Montgomery In The Rain. (Steve Young) 
2. North To Alaska. (Johnny Horton) 
3. Take This Job And Shove It. (Johnny Paycheck) 
4. The Year That Clayton Delaney Died. (Tom T Hall) 
5. The Pool Shark. (Dave Dudley) 
6. Am | That Easy To Forget. (Carl Belew) 
7. Crying My Heart Out Over You. (Ricky Skaggs) 
8. Daydreams About Night Things. (Ronnie Milsap) 
9. It Wasn't God Who Made Honky Tonk Angels. (Kitty Wells) 
10. Country Sunshine (Dottie West) 
11. Bandy The Rodeo Clown. (Moe Bandy) 
12. Girls Women and Ladies. (Ed Bruce) 
13. Last Gunfighter Ballad. (Guy Clark) 
14. Jagged Edge Of A Broken Heart. (Gail Davis) 
15. Lying Eyes. (Eagles) 
16. Give Me One More Chance. (Exile) 
17. Happiest Girl In The Whole U.S.A. (Donna Fargo) 
18. Oh Lonesome Me. (Don Gibson) 
19. Closer You Get. (Alabama) 
20. Please Be Love. (Mark Gray) 
21. Walking The Floor Over You. (Ernest Tubb) 
22. County Girl. (Faron Young) 
23. Dark As A Dungeon. (Merle Travis) 
24. Fighting Side Of Me. (Merle Haggard) 
25. Harper Valley P.T.A. (Jeannie C Riley) 


AUGUST ANSWERS 


August Wordsearch Winner 
Jean Mills, Highgrove Avenue, Chilwell, Nottingham. 


. Bluebird Let Me Tag Along. 
. Sparkling Blue Eyes. 
. Red Rose From The Blue Side Of Town. 
. Blue Sky Shinin’. 
. Blue Lonely Winter. 
. Light Of A Clear Blue Morning. 
. Blue Suede Shoes. 
. Blue Side Of Lonesome. 
. Used To Blue. 
. Between Blue Eyes And Jeans. 
. Tiny Blue. 
. Midnight Me And The Blues. 
. Busy Being Blue. 
. Blue Side Of Town. 
. Have | Got Some Blues For You. 
. The Blues In Black And White. 
. Blue Is Not The Word. 
. Food Blues. 
Bluest Heart In Texas. 
. He's Back And I'm Blue. 
. Maybe Your Baby's Got The Blues. 
. House Of Blue Lights. 
. So Blue. 
. You're The Only Star In My Blue Heaven. 


26. Heartaches By The Number. (Ray Price) 
27. He Stopped Loving Her Today. (George Jones) 
28. Some Memories Just Won't Die. (Marty Robbins) 
29. Commercial Affection. (Mel Tillis) 
30. Love Is Alive. (Judds) 

. Thank God For The Radio. (Kendalls) 

. Please Help Me I'm Falling. (Hank Locklin) 

. Rose Garden. (Lynn Anderson) 

. Black Bear Road. (C.W. McCall) 

. American Trilogy. (Mickey Newbury) 

. Angel Of The Morning. (Juice Newton) 

. Slow Hand. (Del Reeves) 

. | Don't Hurt Anymore. (Hank Snow) 

. Teddy Bear. (Red Sovine) 

. Fool Hearted Memory. (George Strait) 

. Linda On My Mind. (Conway Twitty) 

. Love Me Tonight. (Don Williams) 

. Down Yonder. (Del Wood) 

. Why Have You Left Me For The One You Left Me For. 

(Crystal Gayle) 

. Sunday Kind Of Woman. (Charlie Rich) 

- Boulder To Birmingham. (Emmylou Harris) 

- Coalminers Daughter, (Loretta Lynn) 

- Young Love. (Sonny James) 

. | Won't Forget You. (Jim Reeves) 
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@ Will the shock of so many 
Scottish Acts winning CMRU 
Awards result in Hadrians Wall 
being rebuilt, are Harlech’s Men 
ready to march again, will Scotch 
Whiskey be shunned by the 
sassanachs or future issues of this 
illustrious journal be printed on 
tartan paper? Seriously, like many 
people | was surprised at the names 
of some of the winners, still even the 
hottest of favourites can taste 
defeat on occasions and there's 
always next year. Enjoyed the 
Friday evening performances of 
lona & Andy, Spill the Beans, 
Colorado and ‘The Frog’ who of 
course were all winners last year. 


@ One band who must have 
pushed Colorado all the way for 
best group award are Stu Page & 
Remuda who early in August put on 
one of the best performances I've 
ever seen from a British Act. Stu, 
Terry, Andy, Tim and Patrick had 
the near capacity audience at 
Nottingham’s Gedling M.W. Club in 
raptures and even included a 
superb ‘Bluegrass Spot’. If hard 
work, total dedication and talent 
count for anything this five piece will 
make it right to the top. 


@ Warrington based Stroller gave 
agood account of themselves when 
they made an all too rare visit to the 
area - again at Fred’s Place. Terry, 
Jim, Adrian and Brian have a 
progressive approach - some would 
say aggressive, | would disagree. 
Forme they are like a breath of fresh 
air - needed to survive. My only 
criticism is that there are not more 
Acts like them - prepared to play it 
as they see it. 


@ Noprizes for guessing what the 
weather was like at The 
Oakerthorpe Drive In Festival at 
Ufton Fields Farm, Oakerthorpe, Nr. 
Alfreton in Derbyshire - It RAINED 
and RAINED until the final act of the 
evening The Hillsiders kicked off 
with ‘| Love A Rainy Night’ - then it 
stopped. Some might say ‘Pure 


12, 


Coincidence’, others that Promoter 
Farmer Jim Bradley had used his 
‘Prayer Mat’, me! think itwas due to 
Joe Butler not wanting to get his wig 
wet (Only Joking Joe - Honestly). It 
had been quite some time since I'd 
seen these ‘Liverpool Legends‘ on 
stage and | enjoyed every minute of 
a terrific performance. Dillinger 
had the worst of the rain to contend 
with, yet still provided two 
impressive spots (the latter in 
overcoats). Mike Sagar was 
responsible for my having near 
cardiac arrest when he told me the 
band had found a place to rehearse 
(Ilkley Moor Mike?). 


@ Bandwaggon Trio (Clive, Tony 
and Molly) were also impressive in 
their two spots. Given time to get 
around Britain this talented trio are 
quite capable of winning any ‘most 
popular trio’ award. Another local 
act Wells Fargo have updated their 
material and sound all the better for 
it - two enjoyable spots. Gordon 
Lemondine & Maurice were easy on 


REGIONAL 


REVIEW... 


the ear and much appreciated. 
Tony Kelly (ex Carrot Crunchers) 
was pleasant without being 
convincing, while Ray Lynch over 
from The States to promote his 
Album was not even of average 
standard. DJ Les Bennett was his 
usual cheerful, amiable self. Peter 
Gwilt, Peter Hook and Mick Smith 
(thanks for the lift home) shared the 
compering duties. Despite the 
weather which kept fans in their cars 
there are still plenty of applause via 
flashing headlights and honking of 
horns. Rumour has it that next year 
there will be a marquee as 
insurance against the weather. 


@ Somewhere along the line | 
seem to have picked up a reputation 


for being ‘Anti-American’, this isn’t 
Strictly true, | just disapprove of 
American Acts who are no better 
than our home grown talent being 
accorded opportunities here that 
our folk don’t get. One American 
visitor | did approve of is Robert Joe 
Vandygriff and his Shade’s Of 
Country Band. Who wenta long way 
to restoring my faith in visiting acts 
who tour the CMC circuit, with a 
sparkling showing at yes - Fred’s 
Place. Robert Joe, Benny Vincent, 
Earl Gaddy and Jeff Gwinn proved 
to be genuine nice guys as well as 
good musicians. The bands 
‘Shade’s Of Country’ tag proved to 
be very apt as they covered every 
aspect of the music, from Western 
Swing to Cajun with a touch of 
Bluegrass for good measure. 
Personally | enjoyed their versions 
of Haggards Hits ‘Chill Factor’ and 
‘Twinkle Twinkle Lucky Star’ as well 
as some of RJV's self penned 
numbers. 


@ Early news of next years 
‘Country Music Spectacular’ at 
Nottinghams Commodore 
International - ‘Froggie’, Colorado, 
Kenny Johnson & Northwind, Stu 
Page & Remuda, Collier Dixon Line, 
Dillinger, Cross Country, Key West 
and Stroller have all been booked. 
Fans who attended this years show 
have until 1st December to get their 
tickets at a discount price, after that 
they will be available to anyone 
wishing to attend. 


@ Finally Britains Country Outlaw 
Roger Humphries has taken up 
residence in Clowne, Nr 
Chesterfield / Worksop and is 
available on 0246 819415. 
Although still putting together the 
newest line up of ‘Bite The Bullet’, 
I'm sure Roger would have little 
trouble in doing gigs locally. Info to 
usual address - till next month, stay 
lucky. 


71 Beckley Road, 
Nottingham NG8 6GX. 
0602 763065 


Now organising 1989 tour dates for 
lreland’s most entertaining band 


THE COTTON MILL BOYS 


and the fantastic 


JOHN C. KING 


available as a solo or with his FAMILY BAND 


ANN CARMODY, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness, V3 6EP. 0463-221268 


PERSONALISED TEE SHIRTS 
AND SWEATSHIRTS 


For Country Music Clubs, Venues, Promotions, 
etc, etc, as supplied to CMRU Peterborough. 
Small quantities a speciality. Can provide 
design if necessary. Very competitive prices. 
Also stickers available. 


j I => Bl 
Pose PAs 


T-E-X-T-I-L-E P-R-I-N-T-E-R-S 
UNIT 59, EXPO BUILDINGS, FIRTH ROAD, LINCOLN. TEL 0522 37016 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


25p Per Word 
(£10 Minimum Charge) 
Prepaid 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB. SAE to: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 3, 
Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. Tel: (0890) 
2871. 


ATTENTION; ATTENTION; ATTENTION; 
Country and Westen Albums, 
E.P.'’s and Singles for sale. Irish 
Albums, E.P.'s and Singles for 
sale. Send S.A.E. for lists to: P 
Mansfield, 163 Granville Rd, Wood 
Green, London N22 5LS. 


‘HUNDREDS OF C/W_ RECORDS 
for Sale by Auction and Set Sale, 
all records will be sent via 
U.K. Send for Lists to: Don (CMR), 
E.C.E./13  Marmul, P.D.0., P.O. 
Box 81, Muscat, Sultanate of 
Oman’. 


POWER ENTERTAINMENTS 


AGENCY (Lic. No. W485) 
Artistes and Venues 
Please Contact:- 

F. Power, 1 Alma Road, 
Cardiff. CF2 5BD. 
TEL:- Cardiff 492021 


Tel:- 051 488 6834 ® a 


Enquiries 


ost advertisements 

are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. A few 
are not, and, like you, we 
want them stopped. 

If you would like to 
know more about how to 
make complaints, please 
send for our booklet: 
‘The Do's and Don'ts of 
Complaining’ Its free. It's free. 

‘The Advertising __ The Advertising — 
Standards Authority Standards Authority.Y 


ASA ~~ ASA Lid.,Dept.Z, Brook House, _ Dept. Z. Brook House, 
Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN. 


Raymond 
Froggatt 


only available via... 
Topas Management 


ry 021 325 1395 


ALL ENQUIRIES (Op 0788 79431 


PEPE LOOM tte Gt 


Sehsretatestetecestccsssteceeceste sees: 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 
be obtained by writing to:- ie) 


0272 671067. 


eal 


Rivendel 


Countrywide! 
See ‘Coming Events’ 
Ring John: 061 633-9322 


THE FOSTER BOYS 
Bookings and new tape ‘Sunshine and Sorrow’ 
available from Manager, 0952 590045 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
credited to 

Brian Shelley 
obtained by writing to: 


Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 
15 Chilcott Road, 
Watford, WD2 5LF. 

Tel: (0923) 670774 


Bookings CO 


Tel:- 0602 638147 


JUNE WILSON 
WESTERN DANCE INSTRUCTION 


at 
Beginner, Intermediate and 
Advanced Levels 


All enquiries to: 

94 Magpie Road 
Norwich, NR3 1JG 
Norfolk. 


Enquiries 
0625-32433 
or 061 483 9532 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC * 
SUPPLIED ON tk 
* 


WHOLESALE TERMS 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 


The Power Band & Dave McQueen :- 0905 55847 ° 


Did You 
Know? 


PETE NADEN 


One of Britain's 
Finest Country Vocalist 


Is now booking 


velties 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford, 
Essex, RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication. 


Solo, Duo or Group 


for more details... 


Tel:- 0253 591763 


$5 


COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8, suitable for 
framing). £4.99 each- incl. p&p. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O''s PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY. 
Order now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU,ON TOP 
QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 
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AVON.CALLING 


Compiled by: Jim Silverthorn 


@ Once again | went off with that 
loony bunch Mart Connor and the 
Carrot Crunchers. This time to 
collect their latest ‘Road Runner’. 
With the Carrot Crunchers getting 
into top gear (pun) and things really 
moving for them, Yeovil Fiat dealers 
‘Abbey Hill’ see them as great 
Ambassacors for their company. 
Their new record label is going well 
too, just released is the ‘Wurzels' 
album with the ‘Yetties’ to follow. 
Inthe spring they plan a compilation 
Country Album for national 
distribution, featuring The Cotton 
Mill Boys, Kelvin Henderson, Les 
Close, and possibly the Ruby 
Rendall band, plus of course the 
Crunchers themselves. More about 
this nearer the time. 


@ Areturn visit from a Swindon 
based band Buckboard to their local 
C.M.C. gave a near full house a 
great nights entertainment, only 
time stopped them playing, and 
everyone wished them the best of 


luck when they go to the States this 
month... Brian Watkins writes to 
tell me about two venues he visited, 
‘Thornbury C.M.C. saw Raymond 
Froggatt, plus Dillinger who gave a 
good spot, ifalittleloud. They were 
followed by a 45 min spot from 
Froggie’s Band before the star 
performed. This guy rarely fails to 
please. What spoiled the night for 
me and others was a ‘shoot-out’ 
while Raymond was on stage, but to 
finish with a brighter note, Well 
Done Dave and Maureen who 
collected £150 from the raffle for a 
local charity. 


@ The Yate C.M.C. found Johnny 
Carter and Hurricane Ridge in fine 
form, they did three good spots with 
most people dancing to finish off a 
good evenings entertainment’. 


@ |saMclssac’s report from the 
Continental Divide C.M.C. reads 
thus, ‘We had the long awaited visit 


11 Fry's Hill, Bristol BS15 4QJ. 


0272 671067 


of our Honorary President from 
Texas, Robert Joe Vandygriff and 
his Shades of Country band. A 
small buffet party was arranged in 
the afternoon for any member who 
wanted to come along and chat to 
Robert Joe in a quiet relaxed 
atmosphere. Spill the Beans, the 
other act of the evening, were warm 
and friendly and enjoyed a ‘natter’. 
People had travelled from far and 
wide for this special evening and 
certainly weren't disappointed, the 
atmosphere was electric. Robert 
Joe's brand of music goes from rich 
country to western, but draws alittle 
bit on 50's rock and roll. The self 
penned songs too were well 
received from a real entertainer, 
with a great band of musicians. Spill 
the Beans are a terrific trio who 
showed why they won the CMRU 
award at Peterborough last year, 
and they will certainly be coming 
back to Plymouth in their own right, 
itwas amemorable evening and will 
long be remembered’. 


Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


Mart Connor and the Carrot Crunchers 


Bobeu Hi 


| Rotor Se 


SHADES OF GREEN 


Compiled by: Donal K. O'Boyle 


— John Hogan 


@ Offaly born country star John 
Hogan has signed a new recording 
deal with K-tel, in Ireland. The 

29 year old newcomer scored a 
mighty hit with his debut EP for Max 
Records ‘Brown Eyes’, which sold 
in excess of 10,000 copies, andasa 
result John was awarded a Gold 
Disc for his efforts. 


@ His debut EP for K-tel emerges 
under the promotion title ‘All | Have 
To Offer You Is Me’, which is 
currently enjoying good media 
attention and a track from his 
forthcoming debut album for K-tel; 
John Hogan was discovered by 
former Mighty Avons musicians 
Brian Finley and Gerry Walsh, they 
were so impressed with his vocal 
talents, and stage personality that 
they formed a new band around 
him. Then came his debut single 
‘Brown Eyes’ which was one of the 
most requested songs on radio 


during the early months of this 
year. As aresult the former Bord 
na Mona worker became one of the 
most talked about newcomers on 
the rather over-crowded country 
scene. John was then invited to 
share the spotlight with George 
Hamilton IV at the ‘Fun Fest West’ 
charity show. 


@ With the backing of K-tel, andthe 
success of his debut EP ‘All | Have 
To Offer You Is Me’, many say that 
John Hogan is following the 
footsteps of Daniel O’Donnell, and 
is certain to dominate the country 
music market in the months ahead 
with his new band. 


@ Thecream of country music 
talent assembled in the Glenavon 
Hotel, Cookstown, for the annual 
representation of the Erne-Side 
Radio Country Music Awards '88. 
All the stations top country music 


hosts were on hand to present the 
stars with their coveted Cavan 
Crystal Awards sponsored by 
McCrystal Vision. 


@ Onstage were Daniel 
O'Donnell, Philomena Begley, 
Brendan Quinn, Gloria, Brian Coll, 
Kathy Durkin, Michael O’Brien, 
Sandy Kelly, Barnbrack, Chuck and 
June, plus Hyland Paddy, to collect 
their accolades. With the Minister 


REGIONAL 


REVIEW... 


for Communications Ray Burke, 
about to close the pirate radio 
stations down by December 31st 
next, many feel that this may be 
the final year for the presentation 
of the famed Erne-Side Radio 
Country Music Awards. The event 
will indeed be sadly missed by all. 


@ Another new EP from 
songstress Kathy Durkin who 
returns with ‘Midnight to Moonlight’ 
her most impressive release to 
date. Ace producer Eamon 
Campbell has issued his 
instrumental version of ‘Go 


Thoughts (On Golden Wings)’ as 
his latest single. Album wise well 
we have ‘Back In Love By Monday’ 
from Ray Lynam of course, 
Homespun release ‘The Best of the 
Best of Hugo Duncan’ a sixteen 
track collection, while Philomena 
Quinn (a sister of Brendan Quinn) 
seeks wider fame with her album 
‘Best of Philomena Quinn’. On 
cassette we have a great 
instrumental selection ‘Country 
Style’ from The Gooch Brothers. 
Duo Two Of A Kind issue ‘Country 
Sounds' as their debut. Eileen King 
makes her recording comeback 
with ‘Songs of Ireland’. While 
singers from Daniel O'Donnell to 
Mary Duff and from Michael O'Brien 
to John Hogan are featured on 
K-tel’s ‘Irish Collection’. 


@ The PPL claim that illegal record 
playing in night clubs, pubs, etc is 
costing the Irish music industry over 
£1 million yearly in lost royalties 
although in the latest EEC survey 
reveals that Ireland has the lowest 
record sales in Europe. 


@ Former Bannermen’s singer P.J. 
Murphy enjoying good attention 

with his debut album ‘Pat Murphy's 
Meadow’ issued by Harmac Music, 


meanwhile Dave & The Bannermen 
return with their debut album 
release ‘Roads of Kildare’. 


@ Kerrycowboys star Basil Hendrix 
currently in hospital, is recovering 
from his illness. We wish Basil a 
speedy recovery and back in action 
again soon with Dermot Moriarty 
and the Kerrycowboys. 


@ Daniel O'Donnell’s certainly 
enjoying the media spotlight, with a 
new Telstar Records sixteen track 
album, a three month UK concert 
tour, and a guest spot soon on ITV's 
‘Highway’ with Sir Harry Secombe 
later this month. Daniel had a lucky 
escape when his car was involved in 
aroad accident in Co. Tyrone. The 
car was a write-off, and the singer 
was badly shaken and shocked. Did 
| hear Mick Flavin now promoted as 
‘Daniel O'Donnell Mark tI? and Lia 
Gilshandra and her Country Line 
hailed as ‘Europe's Hottest Country 
Band’, can | ask where in Europe 
have they performed ? . . 


“‘Bunbeg’ Letterkenny, Co.Donegal. 


075 31176 


NORTH EAST 


Compiled by: Eve Morris 


Gordie West 


OCTOBER 1988 


@ Asolo Gordie West appeared at 
the Harrogate CMC; drummer Doug 
recovering from his very enjoyable 
Canadian trail ride and brush with 
the bears! Gordie is a fine 
showman and put to good use his 
chorus effects on material ranging 
from George Strait, Vern Gosden 
love songs and yodels to a 
humorous trucking song viewed 
from the truck's side of the action. 


@ Had a rewarding trip to York 
CMC to see Robert Joe Vandygriff 
and Shades of Country. Two 
‘Shades’ were also missing, the sax 
player whose father had been taken 
ill and the lead guitarist who had 
been made a proud father on the 
day of the flight. Stepping into the 
breach Benny Vincent handled the 
lead playing on fiddle, pedal steel 
and guitar. Completing the 
complement were Earl Caddy on 


bass who admitted tempting fate by 
not bringing his ‘log-riders’ mac for 
the English summer and drummer 
Jeff Gwinn. Well able to let rip on 
the up-tempo numbers, a stylish 
swing version of ‘Whiskey River’ 
and a punchy rendition of the 
‘Auctioneer’; the slower numbers in 
the show, ‘Faded Love’, ‘Mr. Bo 
Jangles’, ‘George Strait’ etc, were 
executed with a sensitivity that 
appears to be inherent with the 
class U.S. bands. The band’s 
enjoyment of their second U.K. tour 
was obvious, with Dennis Collier 
riding high in their esteem and 
respect following their joint 
appearances at the Lyme Park 
Festival. 


@ Favourite visitors to York also 
are Nashville Fever who breezed in 
in their flashy tour bus, which so well 
enhances the American dream of a 
band on the road. Perhaps they 
aren't English after all! Their 
musical feel is close to that of the 
U.S. bar bands with a raw edge and 
gut feel. However, for all their 
strident revel in the soulful side of 
George Jones and Vince Gill with 
Ricky Van Shelton’s ‘Crime Of 
Passion’ proving them well abreast 
of current trends. 


@ Following the disbanding of the 
highly popular Clint’s Collection, 
Ken Barras has struck out as a solo 
performer complete with the now 
almost obligatory welter of 
electronic boxes and effects. 
However for his gig at 
Knaresborough’s Stables CMC he 
was joined by Phil on lead guitar. 
Phil, sometimes seen working with 
Jack Parks and having jazz 
influences provided some tidy infills 
but such was Ken's pre-set tracking 
it left him little room to manouvre. 
Ken is striving to remedy this for his 
future duo and trio bookings. A 
goodly spread of interesting 
material with Ken's own songs 
slotting neatly into the format made 
for a varied performance. My 
apologies to the ‘machine’ — | 
didn't realise that they were 
sensitive to hecklers! As mentioned, 
Clint's Collection may have 
disbanded but Ray has gathered 
more fine musicians, including 
Doncaster based Les Orchard to 
form his new outfit, Wildfire. 


@ Having their stage gear 
abducted from a parked vehicle 
couldn't dampen the spirits of Dave 
Sherriff and Nicki Clarke. They 
both looked very fetching in their 


vivid red jogging suit and trendy 
trainers for their Knaresborough 
appearance. Proving popular with 
the audience the duo as part of their 
fund raising efforts for cancer 
research, gave a free daytime 
performance at a local 
supermarket. 


@ Also doing a bit for cancer 
research, the Tom Travis B-B-Q, 
held this year at the Andrews Arms 
in Compstall pulled in a goodly 
crowd of pickers and punters. 


@ Anewer venue in Bradford is 
Buffalo Bill’s. Music each Tuesday, 
Sound in Mind being regular 
performers, the landiord is keen to 
promote bluegrass and country 
music. 


@ Received an interesting ‘phone 
call from Don and Correen Wright 
on holiday from California. 
Exponants of Western Dancing 
their dance club has a membership 
of around 350 regular dancers. The 
mind boggles! 


18 Powell Street, 
Harrogate HG1 4BY 


(0423) 508081 
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LAZYACRE C.M.C. 

S.H.A. Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury. 
Fortnightly, Pius Specials. 


3 NO CLUB. 10 Bob Newman & Carole 
Gordon plus The Duffy Brothers. 

17 Poacher pius Country Company. 

31 The Bob McKinlay Band pius Tony 
Goodacre & Sarah Jory. Resident Host:- 
Tony Best. 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 
understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
readership 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 

High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport. 
Saturdays. 


1 Randy Bive and Deep Water. 

8 Colorado. Monday 10 Special - Mark 
Moseley & His Band plus Marie Lester. 
15 Medicine Bow. 29 Stu Page & 
Remuda. 


WAYLAND CMA Saturday 
Queen's Hall, Watton, Norfolk. 


15 Spellbound plus Ricky Syiva. 


COUNTRY MUSIC \ 
ROUND UP 


 DEWSIINe... 


. 


BIDDSC.M.C. Saturdays 
Sutherland Road, Longton, Stoke- 
On-Trent, Staffs. 


1 Bob McKinlay & Redwing. 8 Keywest. 
15 Phil Lioyd & The Shackband. 22 Stu 
Page & Remuda. 29 Stateline. 


THE WELCOME C.M.C. Sundays 
Leigh Harriers Athletic Club, Charles 
St., Leigh, Lancs. 


2 Rivendel Country. 9 The Mel Hague 
Band. 16 Slightly Faded. 23 Borderline. 
30 Pete James & Wrangler. 


TUCSON C.M.C. Mondays 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane. 
Edinburgh, 


3 (S.C.M.F. Awards Show):- Nebraska, 
P.T. Christie, Route 65. 10 The Pete 
Palmer Band. 17 (7th Anniversary 
Show):- Stu Page & Remuda, Gordon 
Lemondine Duo. 24 Jolene & Barry plus 
Carol's Country. 31 The Diesel 
Cowboys. 


CMRU 
DIRECTORY 


0522 41546 


YORK C.M.C. Thursdays 
York City Arms Sports Club, Fawcett 
Street. York. a 


6 Dave Bryan plus Pat & Roger Johns. 
13 Ovation. 20 Bob Allison. 27 Shack 
Band. 


ICI FIBRES S & S CLUB 
Wheatley Hall Road, Doncaster 
Monthly 


25 Dan Seals & His Honky Tonk Band 
plus Stu Page & Remuda. 


0522 41546 


PONDEROSA C & W.C. 
The Pine Mine, Ipswich Street, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk. Fridays. 


7 Chrissie Lane Band. 14 Nicky James 
plus Art Williams Band. 21 Clovis. 
28 Bobbie & Nashville Pride. 


HARLEQUIN C.M.C. 
Harlequin Hotel, Newport, Gwent 
Fortnightly 


15 Dave Nash plus U.S. Mail. 
29 Heading West. 


SILVERADO C.M.C. Wednesdays 
Salisbury Conservative Club, Badger 
Street, Bury, Lancs. 


5 Tony Andrews & Raincheck. 

12 Colorado (SPECIAL). 19 Collier Dixon 
Line. 26 Dave Bryan with Pat & Roger 
Johns. 


FORTWORTH C.M.C. 

Woking Football Ciub, Kingfield, 
Woking, Surrey. 

Fortnightly Fridays. 


14 Nashville Fever. 28 Clovis. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 


' Road, Maybush, Southampton. 


Saturdays. 


1 Barrett Bros plus Original Shades. 
8 Pinkerton's Colours. 15 Shiloh. 
22 Saltbox. 29 Stewart Bros & First 
Chapter. 


MARLBORO C.M.C. 
Wolfs Caves, St. John, Jersey. 
Weekly Mons. Tues, Thurs. 


Resident Group Country Mood. 
17. Keith Maintold and Ken-Billie Ford 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. 
Mirrlees Club - Bramhall, Moor Lane, 
Hazel Grove, Stockport. 


Saturday 22 Special - Dan Seals & His 


Full American Band plus Cross Country. 


SOUTHERN STAR C & W.C. 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr 
Wednesdays. 


5 Vision Country. 12 Cotton Mill Boys. 
19 Gambler. 26 Bakersfield. 


CHARITY EVENT 
Beck Theatre, Grange Road, Hayes, 


‘Middx. MONDAY — NOVEMBER 


14C & W EVENING WITH MEMPHIS 
ROOTS. 

Proceeds to Martindale School for 
Phisically Handicapped Children. 


BORDER PATROL C.W.C. 
The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. Fridays 


7 Hawk. 14 Alberta. 21 Clancy. 
28 C.J. Cody and First Base. 


DOUBLE’M’C&W.C. Saturdays 
New Wimblebury Social Club, Glover 
Street, Wimblebury, Nr Cannock 


1 Quicksilver. 8 Whiskey River. 
15 Harvey. 22 Nashville Fever. 
29 Blazing Saddles. 


DOUBLEK Sundays 
Hotel Embassy, Newbridge, 
Dumfries 


9 Les Close Band (Dance). 30 Dixie, 
Allon and The Backroom Boys. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. Sundays 
Reform Club, Napier Street, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport 


2 Kelly Band. 9 Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind. 16 Hank Walters & The 
Dusty Road Ramblers, 23 Stroller. 
30 John Lowndes Band. 


“CACTUS JACKS’ ~— Monthly 
Workington British Legion, 
Workington, Cumbria. 


28 Medicine Bow. 


PHEONIX C.M.C. 

The Manor House, Albert Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham. 
Fortnightly Tuesdays. 


4 Wells Fargo plus Miss T. Jay Martin. 
18 Mary T Rose Band plus Trevor (TJ) 
McLane. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, S. Yorks. Mondays 


3 Rogue Band. 10 Sundown Band. 
17 Nicky James. 24 Johnny Marks. 
31 Spill the Beans. 


INVERNESS C & W.C. 
The Park Suite. Inverness Ice 
Centre Tuesdays. 


4 The Ruby Rendall Band. 
11 Colorado. 18 Kid Wayne & KWC 


Band. 25 Manson Grant & The Dynamos. 


HOYLAND C.M.C. Weekly 
Welcome Inn, Barber St, Hoyland, 
Barnsley 


2 Dave Bryan Trio. 9 Mick & Mert Trio. 
16 John Lownes Band. 23 Paul Rogers. 
30 Red River Band. 


HULL C.M.C. 

2 Norfolk Street, Beverley Road, 
Hull Weekly WEDNESDAYS 
(please note change of day) 


5 Les Close'Country. 12 T.B.A. 
19 Key West Band. 26 Dick Edwards 
Duo. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 
Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 


6 Spill the Beans. 20 Charity Night for 
Cat Scanner. Band Western Rodeo. 


GLASGOW’S ‘GRAND OLE OPRY’ 


2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 


Glasgow Frids. Sats. Suns. 


1 Pete Palmer Band. 2 Route 65. 

7 Nebraska. 8 Diesel Cowboys. 9 Blue 
Velvet. 14 Carol Silver. 15 Country 
Dawn. 16 Billy Williams and Houston. 


21 Gambler. 22 Scots Country Comfort. 


23 Bakersfield. Thursday 27 Special - 
Confederate Dance with Alamo. 

28 Rodeo. 29 Honest Sam & The 
Dealers. 30 Tommy Truesdale & The 
Sundowners. 


OUTLAWS C.M.C. Saturdays 
Lanchester Soc., Newbiggin Road, 
Lanchester, Co, Durham 


1 Carolina. 8 Stu Page & Remuda. 
15 Dave McQueen & Power Band. 

22 New Everglades. 29 Dixie. Allon & 
The Backroom Boys. 


STABLES C.M.C. 
Bond End. Knaresborough, 
N. Yorks Fortnightly Saturdays. 


8 T.B.A. 22 H.T. Hoboes. 


WOLVERHAMPTON C.M.C. 

The Woodhayes. Blackhalve Lane, 
Wednesfield, Nr Wolverhampton. 
Sundays 

2 Madison County. 9 Maggie McGee 
plus John J. Paul & Lincoin County 
Recipe. 16 Shiloh. 23 Bob McKinlay & 
His Band. 30 Brian Sklar & The Prairie 
Band from Canada. 


HARROGATE LEISURE CENTRE 
Beech Avenue, Off Leeds Road, 
Harrogate. 1st Friday. 


7 The Moat Bros. 


FIGHTING COCK 

Monteney Crescent, Ecclesfield, 
Sheffield Weekly Weds & Sats. 
1 D.C.Smith Trio. 5 Diamondback. 

8 John Lownes Duo. 12 Tennessee 
Moon. 15 Paul Rogers. 19 Rivendel. 
22 T.B.A. 26 T.B.A. 29 T.B.A. 


GATEFIELD SOCIAL CLUB 
Abbeydale Road, Sheffield 
Fridays. 

7 Rivendel. 14 John Lownes Duo. 

21 Wayne Vincent Sound plus 
Diamondback. 28 John Lownes Band 
plus 0.C.Smith Trio plus Rolling Steel. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. Mondays 
‘The Paddocks’, Long Road, Canvey 
Island, Essex, 

3 Country Born. 10 Dave Sherriff & Nicki 
Clarke. 17 Steve Mitchell & Shilo plus 
Bob Newman & Carole Gordon. 24 lona 
& Andy plus Lonestar Flyers. 

31 Colorado plus Terry Edwards. 


REBELC.W.C. Fridays 
Lakeside Tavern, Barlaston, 
Stoke-On-Trent. 


7 Country Comfort (at BRSA Stoke). 

14 Ken Harris. 21 Raymond Froggatt 
plus Jim Ryder (Hem Heath Colliery 
SSC Trentham). 28 Candy Mountain 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


For details of 
special club rates 


(0522) 41546 


CADES COUNTRY C.M.C. 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, Nr 
Worksop, Notts. Fridays. 


7 Gordon Lemondine & Maurice. 

14 John J. Paul & Lincoin County 
Recipe. 21 Johnny Carter & Hurricane 
Ridge. 28 Sarah Jory Band. 


BORDER C.M.C. 2nd Tuesday. 
Black & Gold Social Club, Sheffield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-On- 
Tweed. 


11 Clovis. 


ost advertisements 

are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. A few 
are not, and, like you, we 
want them stopped. 

If you would like to 
know more about how to 
make complaints, please 
send for our booklet: 

‘The Do's and Don'ts of 


Complaining’. It’s free. 


The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd . Dept Z. Brook House. 
Tomngton Place. London WCIE 7HN 
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